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“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that 
you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”  (Rom. 15:13)

The attitude of gratitude is what Thanksgiving Day is calling forth from us. 
This well beloved national holiday celebrated here in USA, though secularized 
is religious in origin. Every year we have this opportunity to think of all the 
blessings and favors we received from the Lord both past and present and look 
forward to a “future full of hope.” (See Jer 29:11b)

This holiday precedes the Advent season in the Catholic Church. If you 
think about it, it is a fitting prelude to our spiritual preparation during Advent 
which heralds the coming of Christ at Christmas. What better way to begin this 
season by recalling with grateful hearts God’s infinite love for us.

“A future full of hope,” brought about by Jesus’ coming at Christmas is the 
longing of our hearts this Advent. Those small candles of the Advent wreathe 
that we light will dispel the darkness that surrounds the world and maybe in 
our own circumstances. I remember a song from when I was growing up that 
we sang in school and at Church. “It is better to light just one little candle than 
to stumble in the dark. Better far that you light just one little candle, all you 
need is a tiny spark.” Jesus’ coming is more than just a tiny spark, as we know. 
He is the light that the darkness has not overcome. (See Jn 1:5)

Advent reaches its climax at Christmas. When, “a Child is 
born for us.” (Is 9:6) Jesus—Emmanuel comes to us as our true 
and only hope. Our hearts are filled with joy and peace because 
we know that in Him we “have all received, grace upon grace.” 
(See Jn 1:14) With grateful hearts let us then “celebrate . . . 
the Incarnation—the mystery of love that transcends the 
distance between the Creator and creation.” (See page 6)

I wish you all this Christmas season and New Year 
with the same words that St. Paul said to the Romans 
in my opening Scripture.

GlimpsesGlimpses

Christmas Blessings!Christmas Blessings!
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LOVE

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJCMother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior GeneralSuperior General

A Note FromA Note From

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Jesus loves you.
As we prepare for Christmas, let us come before the Lord desiring to 

respond to His beautiful and astonishing love. He has come to us a little, poor 
and humble baby.

Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa in his article “Here I am, Lord.” Invites all of 
us to say, “Here I am, Lord.” I was so moved to realize the number of times 
in the Holy Scripture that this response is repeated! I also rejoiced to see that 
some were older in age (Moses about 70 years old), some were very young 
like Jeremiah and Samuel (teenage boys) and Mary (a teenage girl). Some were 
poor and others were well to do. It seems to me, that the only common thing 
in this list of people is that they said, “Here I am, Lord.” Their background nor 
their age nor any other limitations stopped them from responding to the Lord.

The Lord is calling each one of us now in our particular state of life to 
follow Him closely. Is there anything holding you back? Perhaps some of you 
are like me who first said to the Lord, “I am not worthy, so I can’t follow you.” I 
realized quickly that God was not waiting for me to be worthy to follow Him. 
God wanted me just as I was to follow Him. 

If you feel that you are too small and weak, let us remember that Jesus 
comes to us as a tiny host. He came to earth as a tiny baby. Jesus desires to come 
to the world through your littleness as well.

At this Christmas, let us give Him all our littleness. Let us together with 
great joy say: “Here I am, Lord” to the Infant King and Lord of Lords.

Grace and joy filled Christmas to you!
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This little expression resounds 
throughout the whole Bible. It is 
among the simplest and shortest in the 
human language but among the most 
dear to God. It expresses the mystery 
of obedience to God. Abraham said: 
“Here I am!” (Gen. 22:21); Moses 
said: “Here I am!” (Ex. 3:4); Samuel 
said: “Here I am!”(1 Sam 3: 1); Isaiah 
said: “Here I am!”(Is 6:8); Mary said: 
“Here I am!”(Lk 1:38); Jesus said: 
“Here I am!”(Heb 10:9). It sounds like 
a roll call during which those called 
one by one answer, “Present!”

The Bible is particularly fond 
of this little expression, putting it 
also into the mouths of inanimate 
creatures: He calls them [the stars] 
and they answer, ‘Here we are!’ and 
they shine to delight their creator” 
(Bar 3:35). But one “Here I am!” is 

missing, and it was this missing “Here 
I am!” that marked man’s destiny 
forever. When, after Adam sinned, 
God called him, perhaps to pardon 
him, instead of answering, “Here I 
am!” Adam went and hid himself (see 
Gen 3:10).

The most beautiful ending to 
a life of obedience would be “to die 
for obedience,” that is, to die because 
God says to his servant, “Come!” and 
he comes. This was the way Moses 
died: There, in the country of Moab, 
the servant of Yahweh died as Yahweh 
decreed” (Deut 34:5). It was a great 
act of obedience for Abraham to 
renounce the “son of the promise” 
at God’s command, but it was also a 
great act of obedience for Moses to 
renounce the “promise land” at God’s 
command. “This is the country which 

“Here I am, Lord”“Here I am, Lord”

by Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa

Obedience is the key to God’s Heart. If we want to en-
ter into God’s favor and delight, we must learn to say, 
“Here I am!”
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I will give your descendants.” God 
said to Moses on Mount Nebo, I have 
allowed you to see it for yourself, but 
you will not cross into it!” (Deut 34:4).

The obedience of Moses is 
less remote from us than we might 
think at first. It is in fact the type of 
obedience one faces when God asks 
one to let someone else conclude a job 
and reap the reward for something 
one has been doing all one’s life; and 
the same as when God calls 
someone to change his 
role, or even calls him 
to Himself when he 
would seem too 
young to die.

Psalm 40 
describes a spirit-
ual experience 
that can help 
us. One day, full 
of joy and gratitude 
for the       benefits of his 
God, the psalmist, in a true state 
of grace, asks himself what he could 
do to respond to such goodness: 
should he offer holocausts, victims? 
He immediately realizes that this is 
not what God wants of him; it is too 
little to express what is in his heart. 
At this point it is revealed to him that 
what God wants of him is a generous 
and solemn decision to do, from that 

moment on, what God asks of him, 
to obey Him in everything. Then he 
exclaims”

“Here I am, I am coming. In the 
scroll of the book it is written of me, 
my delight is to do your will; your 
law, my God, is deep in my heart” (Ps 
40:7-8).

We know who took these words 
to heart before us. Now it is our turn. 
The whole of life, day by day, can be 

lived under the sign of the 
expression: “Here I 

am! I’m coming…
to do your will, 

God” (Heb 10:7). 
We do not know 
what certain day, 
a certain meeting, 
a certain job hold 

in store for us. 
We are certain of 

one thing only: that 
whatever the situation, we 

only want to do the will of God. 
None of us knows what the future 
holds for us; but how wonderful it is 
to go towards it with these words on 
our lips: “Here I am, I am coming to 
do your will, God.”

Reprinted from  
New CovenantMagazine 

January 1990 Issue 

Lord, You promised to be with us always and we 
put our hope—our trust in that promise. Dear Lord, 
open us more fully to your Spirit, that we may al-
ways be aware of Your Presence—Your call in our 

lives. AmenD
LJ
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However, in today’s world, 
the proper and deepest meaning 
of Christmas is being increasingly 
drowned out by the culture of 
commerce and political correctness. 
Aggressive commercials draw our 
attention to shopping, promotions, 
gifts, and food. There is a tendency to 
eliminate the word “Christmas” from 
the public on the pretext of respect for 
the non-believers.

We are happy to celebrate 
birthdays. However, Christmas is 
much more than a birth anniversary 
of Jesus. On Christmas night, the 
angel announced to the shepherds, 
“To you is born this day in the city of 
David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, 
the Lord” (Lk 2:11). The Holy Spirit 
enables us to recognize this most 

important Person in the centre of 
our celebrations and meetings: A 
CHILD IS BORN. This child is 
unique because in Him, God became 
man! We celebrate the mystery of the 
Incarnation—the mystery of love that 
transcends the distance between the 
Creator and creation. The only Son 
of God is born like us human beings. 
This new dimension gives us the 
dignity of the children of God.

He comes as a child of poor 
parents, born in a cave for cattle. The 
first ones to hurry to greet Him are 
simple shepherds. One needs the light 
of faith and the work of the Divine 
Spirit to recognize God’s truth in this 
simplicity and poverty. This child 
was conceived by the power of the 
Holy Spirit who today enables us to 

A Child is Born—A Child is Born—
He is Christ the KingHe is Christ the King

Christmas is the time of renewing our relationships. We all 
need the warmth of family love and the sense of true com-
munity. God Himself instilled this longing in the human 

heart. He is the only source of the essence of Christmas.

by Fr. Wojciech Nowackiby Fr. Wojciech Nowacki
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accept Jesus as Lord and Savior in the 
poverty of our hearts.

In Bethlehem, the Child Jesus 
united the poor shepherds and the 
Magi in adoration “to gather into one 
the children of God who are scattered 
abroad” (Jn 11:52). His humble birth 
announces the ultimate humiliation 
on the cross from which He draws all 
people to Himself (Jn 12:32).

In Polish families, this unifying 
power of Christmas is well expressed 
by the custom of sharing a wafer on 
Christmas Eve, i.e. breaking 
with unleavened bread 
when exchanging 
greetings. Jesus 
was born in 
B e t h l e h e m , 
which means, 
in the “House 
of Bread”. He 
c o n s t a n t l y 
comes to over-
come the sin that 
divides us. He comes 
to unite us by “breaking 
bread” or by the Eucharist.

Christmas is a great time to 
revive and deepen our faith, but 
also to share it with others like the 
Bethlehem shepherds did “when they 
saw it, they made known the saying 
that had been told them concerning 
this child” (Lk 2:17). Then, they 
“returned, glorifying and praising 
God for all they had heard and seen, 
as it had been told them”.

Also, the Magi from the East, 

the first pagans expressing their faith 
in Jesus, became witnesses of the 
personal encounter with God. Pope 
Benedict reminded the youths of 
Cologne, “Anyone who has discovered 
Christ must lead others to him. A 
great joy cannot be kept to oneself. It 
has to be passed on. So many spaces 
of the modern world long for the 
courageous witnesses, full of the Holy 
Spirit, proclaiming: God is with us! 
He comes to give meaning to our lives 
and fill them with true love! He is the 

answer to our questions 
and longings!”

During the 
Christmas season, 

parents take 
their children 
to churches 
and other 
places to show 
them nativity 

scenes depicting 
the truth about 

the birth of God. 
God’s Spirit urges us to 

help one another to come 
to Jesus and to recognize in Him 
the Messiah and the Lord—Christ 
and King. Our loved ones need our 
testimony! Then, let us proclaim with 
joy the true Christmas miracle—A 
CHILD IS BORN—HE IS CHRIST 
THE KING!

Reprinted with permission from 
ICCRS Newsletter

October-December 2017

“Anyone who has discovered Christ 
must lead others to him...”

D
LJ

C
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by Murray Bodo, OFM

The idea of a live Nativity scene might seem common 
nowadays. But in St. Francis’ time, it broke new ground and 
opened up ways to deepen our spirituality during Christmas.

. . . .

A New Kind of Christmas 
Celebration

But what makes Greccio unique 
in the life of St. Francis is what 
happened there at Christmastime 
in 1223, three years before he died. 
He came there wanting to celebrate 
Christmas in a new way, a midnight 
Mass with a real ox and donkey and 
with townspeople gathered around 
witnessing this live Christmas crèche. 
Christmas was the dearest of feasts 
because it revealed the profound 
humility of God in choosing to 
become a little baby, helpless and in 
need of us, just as we were when we 
were newborn babies.

For St. Francis, Christmas was 
linked inseparably to the Passion as 

well, because to become a human 
being means suffering and death. 
And there is already suffering in 
the Incarnation in God’s becoming 
human, leaving behind the trappings 
of divinity, emptying himself, as 
St. Paul says in his Letter to the 
Philippians, “becoming obedient to 
death, even death on a cross” (2:8).

And all of this sprang from 
profound love. St. Francis’ first 
biographer, Brother Thomas of 
Celano, said of Francis, “Indeed, so 
thoroughly did the humility of the 
Incarnation and the charity of the 
Passion occupy his memory that he 
scarcely wanted to think of anything 
else.”

Jesus embraced both “the 
humility of the Incarnation and the 
charity of the Passion” because he Pi
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came to love us by becoming one 
of us. Love was the reason for the 
Incarnation. And love is what Francis 
wanted to celebrate at Greccio by 
telling the people of the village and 
the surrounding countryside that 
he was going to celebrate Christmas 
by reenacting the first Christmas at 
midnight Mass at the friary.

In doing so, St. Francis hoped 
that people would see themselves in 
the Christmas scene. It would not only 
be about something that happened 
1,200 years ago in Bethlehem, 
but it would be something 
that was happening then 
and there to them.

Their ox and 
donkey would be in the 
crèche, their children 
would see Christmas 
happening in Greccio, 
and everyone would 
see that the Christ 
Child comes to us in ou r 
own place and time at 
Christmas. 

And, in fact, a knight 
of Greccio by the name of 
John of Velita said that at one 
point in the Mass the baby Jesus 
appeared in the crib and seemed 
asleep. Francis then went to the crib 
and took the baby in his arms and 
seemed to wake him up.

Becoming Christlike and Childlike
The Mass was being celebrated 

by one of the Franciscan priests 
because Francis himself was not 
a priest but a deacon. He could 
therefore not preside at the Mass 
though he could proclaim the Gospel 

and preach, which he did at Greccio 
with charming words about the Poor 
King and the little town of Bethlehem. 
St. Bonaventure says that he called 
Jesus “the Child of Bethlehem, aglow 
with overflowing love for him; and 
in speaking the word Bethlehem, his 
voice was more like the bleating of 
a sheep. His mouth was filled more 
with sweet affection than with words.” 

And Brother Thomas of Celano, 
in his Second Life of St. Francis, 
wrote: “Francis used to observe with 

inexpressible eagerness, and 
above all other solemnities, 

the birth of the Child 
Jesus, calling it the feast 

of feasts on which 
God, having become 
a little baby, hung 
upon human breasts. 
He would avidly kiss 
pictures of those 
infant limbs, and 
his compassion for 

the child overflowed 
his heart, making him 

stammer sweet words, 
even like a child. The 

name Baby Jesus was for him 
honeycomb-sweet in the mouth.”

At that first Christmas crèche 
at Greccio, St. Francis wanted to 
show everyone there how close God 
was to them, how humble God is, 
how like a child is God who loves us 
unconditionally. God is not removed 
in some faraway, mystical place; God 
is with us, and we can love him with 
affection and overflowing love, as 
God has first loved us and continues 
to love us. For St. Francis, a personal 
love of Jesus is the heart of Christian D

LJ
C



10  ◆  Praise Him! November/December 2019

spirituality. And he himself was in 
constant conversation with Jesus.

Brother Thomas of Celano says, 
“Jesus he bore in his heart, Jesus in his 
mouth, Jesus in his ears, Jesus in his 
eyes, Jesus in his hands, Jesus in the 
rest of his members. . . .” And gradually 
St. Francis became transformed into 
the Jesus he loved and adored. He 
was Christlike in his words and in his 
actions. Two years before he died, he 
became a living image of the crucified 
Christ, bearing in his own body the 
wounds of Christ. The humility of the 
Incarnation became the charity of the 
Passion.

Connecting With the Crèche
What, then, does Greccio say 

to us today? What is its effect on our 
lives, this new Christmas that became, 
in the end, a new Passion?

The most obvious effect of 
what St. Francis did at Greccio is the 
custom of the live Christmas crèche, 
which has spread throughout the 
world. But there is more, and it has to 
do with prayer and theology.

One of the gifts of St. Francis’ 
celebration of Christmas at Greccio 
is that it reveals how Francis and 

the early brothers 
meditated. They would 
take some scene from 
the Bible, like the birth 
of Jesus, and imagine 
it prayerfully and as 
visually as possible. 
Then they would place 
themselves in the 
biblical scene. 

For example, they 
would be a shepherd, 
one of the Wise Men, 

Mary, or Joseph. They would then try 
to feel what the character was feeling. 
In so doing, they would be flooded 
with emotions that would move them 
to thank God, to praise God, to love 
the baby, this little Word of God 
reaching out to them for their care 
with welcoming arms. This imagined 
scene would be filled with the grace 
of the original event, and the friar 
meditating would be moved to act, 
to change or improve his life, to love 
God more fully.

The early friars would then show 
others how to meditate this way, and 
Francis himself would be the model of 
how to do so. He loved staging little 
dramas that would enact what he was 
feeling. He would begin to sing or 
dance, sometimes taking two sticks 
and pretending they were a violin and 
bow he was playing to celebrate the 
God he loved.

So intense was St. Francis’ love 
of God that, two years before he died, 
while praying at Mount La Verna, 
he was transformed into the living 
image of the crucified Christ, no 
longer playacting but bearing the real 
wounds of Christ in his own flesh, as 
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did the modern Franciscan St. Padre 
Pio. Both of these stigmatics bore the 
graces of the passion of Christ in their 
own bodies, so that they performed 
miracles of grace in the lives of others 
whose lives they touched— miracles 
of healing, miracles of changed hearts.

A Place of Grace
Greccio has its own grace: the 

grace of the truth of the Incarnation, 
that God did indeed become human 
and was born from the womb of 
Mary, a poor young woman of Naz-
areth. She became the womb of God 
and brought God into the world as a 
human baby who grew and matured 
as does any human being. Greccio 
shows how precious is our humanity, 
a humanity that through grace is the 
very image of God. And we in turn 
can rejoice in knowing that God de-
lights in us enough to become one of 
us.

And finally, St. Francis, like the 
great medieval artist Giotto, did in his 
own life what Giotto did in his art. 
Francis made the Nativity of Christ 
take place in Greccio, a 13th-century 

Italian town. The scenery, the people, 
the animals, the clothing, were all of 
the time and place.

Giotto did the same thing in his 
fresco of the Nativity on the ceiling of 
the lower Basilica of St. Francis. Peo-
ple could look up and see Bethlehem 
as Assisi: The scenery, the costumes, 
the characters were all Italians like 
them. And the people, most of whom 
were illiterate, understood what the 
artist had done. He had brought the 
story of Christ’s birth to them in their 
own visual language: the place where 
they lived, the time in which they 
lived. Christ had now come to them 
as an Assisian.

And that is the gift of Greccio 
as well. Through the live Christmas 
crèche, St. Francis makes Christ pres-
ent to us in our own place and time, 
wherever we are when we, too, enact 
an image of the miracle of the Incar-
nation of God. 
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Printed with permission from 
St. Anthony Messenger 

December 2018
stanthonymessenger.org

Please join us in praying to the Holy Spirit in preparation 
for our General Chapter 2020

Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful 
and enkindle in them the fire of your love.

Send forth your Spirit and they shall be created.
And you shall renew the face of the earth.

Let us pray. 
O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit, 

did instruct the hearts of the faithful, 
grant us in the same Spirit to be truly wise 

and ever to rejoice in His consolation. 
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization

33

99

66

September 
1. Come and See, Prayer Town, TX
2. Pre-Confirmation Music Ministry,  

Santa Fe, NM, Sisters Marguerite 
Marie & Marie Fidelis 

3. Pre-Confirmation Retreat, St. 
Joseph Church, Amarillo, TX,  
Sisters Damiana & Grace Maria

4. TOOLs Retreat, Prayer Town TX, 
Sisters Therese & Ana Chiara

October
5. Life in thew Spirit Seminar, 

Defalco Retreat Center, Amarillo, 
TX, Sisters Lucy, Therese &  
Mary Thomas

6. Spanish Parish Mission, Bryan, 
TX, Sisters Mariana & 
 Marie Fidelis

7. Women’s Prayer Brunch, 
Amarillo, TX, Sisters Elizabeth 
Ann & Lucy

8. Sr. Mary Justin graduated from 
the Spiritual Direction Course, 
Cenacle of Our Lady of Divine 
Providence, Clearwater, FL

9. Parish Mission, Holy Spirit 
Church, Sweetwater, TX, Sisters 
Joan, Angela, Mariana &  
Maria Goretti

November
10. First Holy Communion Retreat,  

San Jose Church, Hereford, TX, 
Sisters Christine Marie, Gloria, 
Fatima & Maria Goretti

11



 www.dljc.org  ◆  13

dljc MINISTRIES & Eventsdljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New EvangelizationAt the service of the New Evangelization
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Federal tax 

codes provide 

for generous 

tax advantages 

in exchange for 

charitable giving. 
All your gifts 

to us are tax-

deductible

Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Dear Beloved in Christ,
One time I asked the Lord who He 

was to me. It was during a particularly 
difficult season of loss in which I 
could tell I had changed. The "new" me 
needed to identify the quality of my 
relationship with the Lord.

In the silence the words "I AM"    
came to me, followed by "Emmanuel, God 
is with us...always until the end of 
time." The Lord revealed His name to 
me and to us over time and, in His 
goodness and simplicity, His name is 
who He is: I AM with you always.

How comforting it is to know that 
we have a God who never lets go, who 
radically and incessantly chases after 
us through our seasons of life. As 
we journey through Advent and look 
towards celebrating the Incarnation 
once again, let us take joy and comfort 
in this truth: God is faithful.

We have experienced the Lord's 
presence among you, our beloved family, 
friends and benefactors. We have 
witnessed His faithfulness through 
your provision for our material needs

Now, as a Community, we are entering 
into a new season ourselves. We are 
experiencing the natural tension 
between growing - receiving each year 
new vocations - and aging. The time 
has come for us to build wheelchair 
accessible facilities for us and our 
guests. We are going to undertake a 
special building project to meet the 
needs of our current infirmed and aged 
Sisters, as well as prepare for our 
future.

God has always been with us and 
always will be. He has always been 
faithful. He will see us through this 
project. However,it is through you that 
He will do this so I would like to ask 
you to prayerfully consider donating 
in a special way to our new capital 
campaign "Project Emmanuel." 

Begging Box

Coffee
Vegetables

Brown Rice/Quinoa
Cleaning supplies

Laundry detergent
Gift cards

Low mileage vehicles
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Thank You for Your Support!

This is a bird's eye view of an Aging In Place 
wing along with a chapel, gathering area and parlor 
expansion. I will be giving more information on our 
website and Facebook pages as we make progress towards 
our goal of completion. 

You have the opportunity to be a part of something 
great! I can assure you of the prayers of our Sisters 
as an invaluable exchange. No gift is too small. Many 
small gifts make a tremendous difference.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions 
you may have. Due to the frequent robocalls and 
telemarketers, I may not answer the phone immediately 
if I do not recognize your number. Leave a message or 
text me and I will respond as quickly as I am able.

From my heart to yours, Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year! God is with us always. ALWAYS.
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