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“New wine must be poured into fresh wineskins.” 
(Lk. 5:39)

Glimpses

A “new wine” of the Holy Spirit has been poured out once again in the 
Church. A new “wineskin” has been created to preserve it. As I said before the 
Holy Spirit is always in the business of newness. 

This issue of Praise Him! will give you more information about this 
exciting move of the Holy Spirit in the Charismatic Renewal. CHARIS, a newly 
formed organization uniting the Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) and the 
Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic Covenant Communities and Fellowships 
(CFCCCF) was created at the request of Pope Francis. As a Charismatic 
Religious Community, this is something very important to us. We want our 
readers worldwide to be informed of this new development in the Church.

The book of Ecclesiastes chapter 3:1 says, “There is an appointed time for 
everything, and a time for every affair under the heavens.” I believe that this is  
the appointed time for the Charismatic Renewal to unite under one structure. 
Reflecting on this, I was reminded of the old adage, “united we stand divided 
we fall.” This maxim holds true as the Church goes through another period of 
purification. The Catholic Charismatic Renewal, this “current of grace in the 
Church and for the Church” will only be effective insofar as we become united 
in spirit and love. From it will flow the spirit of “ecumenical unity in the body 
of Christ.”  

In every age the Lord raises up men and women to be catalyst of renewal 
in the Church. St. Francis of Assisi was one of them. A simple instrument used 
by the Lord to reform the Church of his time. Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa in 
his sermon titled, Francis of Assisi and the Reform of the Church by the Way of 
Holiness, said, “[Francis] fulfilled the reform in himself and thus pointed out 
tacitly to the Church the only way to come out of the crisis: to draw near again 
to the Gospel, to draw near again to men and, in particular, 
to the humble and the poor.” This I think captures in simple 
words what CHARIS is about. Living the Gospel way of life, 
the drawing near, the coming together in harmony in our 
diversity and in serving the materially and spirtually poor 
in our society.

Pope Francis acted upon this inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit. As a result CHARIS is born. My prayer is that we 
may all be like fresh “wineskins” ready for this “new wine” 
of the Holy Spirit to fill our hearts.
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Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Jesus loves you! 
In this issue you will find the Holy Father’s address to the first International 

Conference of CHARIS. Sister Lucy and I were invited to attend the conference 
by the CHARIS office in Rome. It was such beautiful experience of encountering 
unity within the Catholic Charismatic Renewal with our brothers and sisters 
from all over the world.

I want to share with you a couple of personal highlights:
1.   Participating in this Conference along with cardinals, bishops and the 

Holy Father, gave me a strong assurance that the Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
is a beautiful grace for the whole Church. Holy Father Francis made this point 
very clear and encouraged us to generously bear witness to the Love (Holy 
Spirit) poured into our hearts.

2.   Each day, I was surrounded by about 600 leaders representing 69 
countries from various Charismatic ministries. We praised the Lord by singing 
songs in  many languages. When the song ended, we all praised the Lord in 
the gift of tongues. I realized that all of us have experienced the Baptism in 
the Holy Spirit! The personal encounter of God and the Holy Spirit being 
poured into our hearts in a tangible way! We were from 69 countries but we 
had a common experience. We praise the Lord in the same manner, with all our 
hearts, minds and body: clapping, raising our hands, singing in tongues. It was 
like being in heaven where all are one. I also met leaders from Sri Lanka and 
other places in the world where Christians are persecuted. I now feel very close 
to our suffering brothers and Sisters. 

May the Holy Spirit make us bold witnesses of God’s love.
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Growing up in a wealthy cloth 
merchant family, Francis lived a 
rather comfortable life and spent his 
family’s money having a good time 
with friends. While his father desired 
him to take over the family business, 
Francis had his heart set on becoming 
a knight. In 1202, Francis had this 
opportunity, which actually led him 
to becoming a prisoner of war for 
over a year. This was a game changer 
in Francis’ life. During his time of 
imprisonment, he suffered from 
illness and from post-traumatic stress 

from the experience of battle. This 
really caused a stir within his heart 
and called him to see the emptiness 
of chasing after his own will. Even 
though Francis returned home 
changed, he ended up trying once 
again to win glory for himself, but 
God, who was already at work within 
Francis, broke in.

 As Francis was traveling to meet 
the troops, he rested in Spoleto and 
God spoke to him in a dream. “Francis 
who can do more for you, the lord or 
the servant? When Francis replied is 

When I think of Saint Francis of Assisi various aspects 
of his life come to my heart: the radical conversion he 
experienced, his ardent desire to please the Lord in 

all things, his joy, generosity, poverty, etc. As I reflect upon Saint 
Francis’ life, what has made the most impact upon me was not so 
much on what he did, but more so how he responded to the grace 
that God was granting him. You see, we can all do things and be 
great at certain tasks, but the greatness of Saint Francis, the reason 
he became who we know him as today, was because of his response 
to the love of God that completely transformed him.
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      What Would You Have Me Do?” 

by Sr. Marguerite Marie Waghorn, DLJC
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CHARIS is a new organization 
that has been formed at the request 
of Pope Francis to serve Catholic 
Charismatic Renewal throughout the 
world for this very purpose. The title, 
CHARIS, is an acronym, taking the 
first letter or letters of these words: 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Inter-
national Service.

. . . .

At this time, however, we want 
to focus on CHARIS, because it was 
officially launched in Rome this year 
at Pentecost. In the past, CCR has 
been served at the international level 
by two separate organizations: ICCRS 
(International Catholic Charismatic 

Renewal Services) and by CFCCCF 
(Catholic Fraternity of Charismatic 
Covenant Communities and Fellow-
ships). Both of these organizations 
had headquarters in the Vatican.

Pope Francis recognized the 
value of these two organizations, but 
desired to bring them together into a 
single structure. He asked ICCRS and 
CFCCCF to work together to form 
this new structure to replace their 
two separate organizations. The result 
is CHARIS. CHARIS has a long list 
of objectives listed in their statutes, 
but the ones that I most frequently 
hear mentioned are: promoting and 
strengthening unity within CCR, 
being an instrument to promote 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) has been referred to 
as “a current of grace in the Church and for the Church.” 
Pope Francis has frequently urged all people involved in 

CCR to work diligently to spread this current of grace to everyone 
in the Church. “Share with everyone in the Church baptism in the 
Holy Spirit, praise the Lord without ceasing, walk together with 
Christians of different Churches and Christian communities in 
prayer and action for the most needy.” (Pope Francis, June 3, 2017)
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Pope Francis Inaugurates A New

International Organization

by Virginia King
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ecumenical unity in  the body of 
Christ, and promoting service to the 
poor.

CHARIS has representatives 
from all continents to guide their 
service. Representing the English 
and French speaking people of 
North America and the Caribbean 
is a dear friend of WWCCR, Bishop 
Peter Smith from the Archdiocese of 
Portland. Representing the Spanish 
speaking people of the same region 
is Andrés Arango, whom some in 
our area also know well from his 

participation in the ICCRS Leadership 
Training Course that was held here in 
2016.

I encourage you to look at 
the CHARIS website to get more 
information. https://www.charis.
international/en/home/ Above all, I 
urge you to pray for CHARIS and for 
its leadership and its fruitfulness in 
fulfilling its mission.

Come Holy Spirit!

Reprinted with permission from 
Gleanings July/August 2019

wwccr.org/newsletter

(Continued from p. 4)
was the lord, God questioned him, 
“Then why do you leave the lord for 
the servant?” This striking question, 
sparked the desire in Francis to ask, 
“Lord, what would you have me 
do?” That is the key to Saint Francis’ 
whole life: “Lord, what would you 
have me do?” This is what began 
the transformation within him; no 
longer did Francis seek his own will. 
He now was seeking God’s will. Saint 
Francis gives us a remarkable example 
of what to do in the face of suffering 
and struggle: turn to the Lord. This 
was an enormously important aspect 

of his life: continual conversion to 
the Lord. For Saint Francis turning 
to God meant metanoia, a change of 
direction, which is a daily task. Francis 
shows us that God invites us to this 
place of change, this conversion, so 
it is never something we do alone: 
God gives us the grace. In the face of 
our daily sufferings, God has a plan 
in His heart for us and He does not 
want to keep it a secret. This is how 
transformation happens within our 
hearts: turning to God and seeking 
His kingdom.



 www.dljc.org  ◆  7

Today, in the name of the whole 
Church, I thank the International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Service 
and the Catholic Fraternity for the 
mission they have carried out in the 
past thirty years. You have blazed a 
trail and, by your fidelity, have made 
it possible for CHARIS to be a reality 
today. Thank you!

My thanks go also to the four-
person team I charged with bringing 
this unique new service into being. I 
am grateful likewise to the Dicastery 
for Laity, Family and Life, in the 

person of Cardinal Farrell, which has 
assisted you.

Today one thing ends and 
another begins. A new stage of this 
journey is beginning. A stage marked 
by communion between all the 
members of the charismatic family, 
in which the mighty presence of the 
Holy Spirit is manifested for the good 
of the entire Church. A presence that 
makes each one equal, since each has 
been born of the same Spirit: great 
and small, old and young, engaged on 
the worldwide or local levels, all form 

This Pentecost begins a new stage begins on the journey 
inaugurated by the Charismatic Renewal fifty-two years 
ago. The Charismatic Renewal, which developed in the 

Church by the will of God, represents, to paraphrase Saint Paul VI, 
“a great opportunity for the Church” (cf. Address to Participants in 
the III International Congress of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, 
19 May 1975).

The Holy Father’s Address 
During the First International 

Conference of CHARIS
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a whole that is always greater than the 
part.

A New and Unique Service of 
Communion

New. As I told you at the 
Circus Maximus, what is new can 
be destabilizing. In the beginning, 
there is a sense of uncertainty about 
the changes that newness brings. 
Sometimes we prefer our own way of 
doing things and we draw back from 
the rest. This is a temptation of the 
devil. Whenever anyone thinks: “No, 
my way is better”, or “I prefer the old 
to the new”, the devil is there, because 
he cuts me off from unity with 
everyone else. True, a certain fear 
about what is new is quite human, 
but this should not be the case with 
spiritual persons. “Behold, I make all 
things new”, the Lord tells us in the 
Book of Revelation (21:5). Our God is 
the God of newness. The new things 
of God are always a blessing because 
they flow from his loving heart. There 
is always a temptation to say: “We are 
fine the way we are; things are going 
well, why change? Let’s leave things 
as they are; we know what we are 

doing”. This kind of thinking does 
not come from the Spirit. Perhaps 
from the spirit of the world, but 
not from the Holy Spirit. Don’t 
make this mistake. It is the Lord 
who says: “I make all things new”.

New and Unique. A service 
meant to assist all the charismatic 
groups that the Spirit has raised 
up in the world. Not one office to 
serve some and another office to 
serve others, etc. No, one service 
for all.

Service. Not governance. 
It can happen that in any human 
organization, secular or religious, 
there is a temptation to keep looking 
for personal gain. And ambition to 
stand out, to lead, to make money… 
That never changes. Corruption 
enters that way. No: service, always 
service. Service is not about filling 
our pockets – the devil enters through 
the pockets – service is about giving, 
giving, giving of oneself.

Communion. With hearts as one, 
turned to the Father, and testifying 
to unity in diversity: a diversity of 
charisms that the Spirit has raised up 
in these last fifty-two years. “Enlarge 
the site of your tent”, we read in the 
prophecy of Isaiah (54:2), so that all 
can dwell there as members of one 
family. A family where there is only 
one God and Father, one Lord Jesus 
Christ and one Spirit of life. A family 
in which no one member is more 
important than another, neither in 
virtue of age, intelligence or ability, 
for all are beloved children of the 
same Father. In this regard, Saint 
Paul’s example of the body and its 
members speaks eloquently to all of 
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us (cf. 1 Cor 12:12-26). Each member 
of the body needs all the others. All 
together.

I see that there is a representative 
of young people in the International 
Service of Communion. Is she here? 
Congratulations! I am happy for you. 
Young people are the future of the 
Church. True enough, but they are 
also the present: the present and future 
of the Church. I am pleased that you 
have given them a high profile and a 
chance to exercise the responsibility 
that is theirs, to see the present with a 
different set of eyes and to look to the 
future together with you.

I also see that 
CHARIS now 
has publication 
rights to the 
D o c u m e n t s 
of Malines. 
The president 
has given me 
the Spanish 
t r a n s l a t i o n . 
Thank you! 
This is a good 
thing. Make those 
documents known! As 
I have said to you on different 
occasions, they are a “user’s manual”, 
the compass of the current of grace.

You asked me to tell you what 
the Pope and the Church expect from 
this new service, from CHARIS and 
from the entire Charismatic Renewal. 
But let me joke for a minute and 
ask what the Pope expects from the 
“spiritists”! (laughter). What does the 
Pope expect from you? I expect this 
movement:
– to share baptism in the Holy Spirit 

with everyone in the Church. It is 
the grace you have received. Share it! 
Don’t keep it to yourselves!
– to serve the unity of the body of 
Christ, the Church, the community of 
believers in Jesus Christ. This is very 
important, for the Holy Spirit creates 
unity in the Church, but also diversity. 
The personality of the Holy Spirit 
is interesting: with the charisms he 
creates the greatest diversity, but then 
he harmonizes the charisms in unity. 
Saint Basil says that “the Holy Spirit 
is harmony”; he creates harmony: 
harmony in the Spirit and harmony 

among us.
– and to serve the poor 

and those in great-
est need, physi-

cal or spiritual. 
This does not 
mean, as some 
might think, 
that suddenly 
the Renew-

al has become 
communist. No, 

it has become evan-
gelical, for this is in the 

Gospel.
These three things – baptism in 

the Holy Spirit, unity in the body of 
Christ and service to the poor – are 
the forms of witness that, by virtue 
of baptism, all of us are called to 
give for the evangelization of the 
world. An evangelization that is not 
proselytism but first and foremost 
witness: a witness of love. “See how 
they love one another”. That was what 
impressed those who encountered the 
first Christians. “See how they love 
one another”.
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Sometimes, of not a few 
communities it can be said: “See how 
they gossip about one another!” This 
does not come from the Holy Spirit. 
“See how they love one another”. To 
evangelize is to love; it is to share 
God’s love for every man, woman 
and child. Offices for evangelization 
can be established, programs can be 
carefully planned and implemented, 
but without love, without community, 
they are useless! “See how they love 
one another”.

This is what community is. In the 
Second Letter of John there is a warn-
ing, an admonition, in verse 9. It says: 
“Be on your guard…, [for] anyone 
who does not abide in the teaching 

of Christ, but goes beyond it, is not of 
the good Spirit”. Perhaps some will be 
tempted to think: “No, let’s organize 
things this or that way, let’s build the 
house this or that way…” But love has 
to come first. With ideology or meth-
odology alone, we can “go beyond” 
the community, and John has told us: 
“This is the spirit of the world, not the 
Spirit of God”. “See how they love one 
another”.

Members of the Charismatic 
Renewal, as a current of the grace of 
the Holy Spirit, be witnesses of this 
love! And please, pray for me.

Printed from CHARIS 
www.charis.international/en

Franciscan Love
Charity burned so ardently in their 

hearts that it was easy to risk life itself 
not only for love of Jesus Christ, but 

also of the soul and body of any one 
of the brothers... This and similar things 

were possible because they were so 
deeply rooted in mutual love: each 

one humbly reverenced his brother as 
a father or mother.

From the Legend of the Three Companions  
Omnibus of Sources for the Life of St. Francis
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July
 1  Renewal Ministries Mission to  
         Tanzania, Africa, Sisters Mary  
         Justin & Damiana

2  Southwest Charismatic 
       Conference, Albuquerque, NM,  
       Sisters Lucy & Mary Thomas

August
3  Celebration of Anniversaries of  

        Vows; Sr. Clara (30), Sisters  
        Christine Marie & Stella Maris  (10)

4  New Novice, Sr. Paula Marie 
5  Sr. Grace Maria, Renewal of Vows
6  Spanish Growth in the Spirit  

        Seminar, Ft. Worth, TX,  
       Sisters Mariana & Fatima

7  Tri-State Fair Training,  
        Amarillo, TX, Sisters Damiana  
        & Elizabeth Ann

8  Encounter, Dallas, TX, Sisters  
        Marie Fidelis & Christine Marie

9  Womens Retreat, Guymon, OK,   
        Sisters Damiana & Gloria

10  NET Training Camp, MN 
        Mo. Juana Teresa & Sr. Ana Chiara
11  Southern California Renewal  

         Communities, Anaheim, CA,  
         Sisters Angela & Catherine

September
12  Life in the Spirit Seminar,       

          Oklahoma City, OK,  
          Sisters Lucy, Michael Marie &  
          Marie Fidelis
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Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Dear Beloved in Christ,
We are approaching one of my favorite 

times of the year: our annual calendar 
project. This is much more than a work 
project. It is an opportunity to come 
together as a DLJC family, accomplishing 
a goal while catching up on what the 
Lord is doing in our lives since we 
last saw one another. And how precious 
it is to see new friendships sparked 
and old ones rekindled!

Although it isn't necessarily 
possible for those of you outside of the 
Amarillo area to join us in person for 
this event, you are with us in spirit. 
The calendar package you receive each 
December is lovingly prepared by the 
Sisters with the help of many gracious 
souls. 

These calendars are the gateway to 
our largest donation percentage. Taking 
the time to tear off the envelopes at the 
end of each month, writing your prayer 
requests and enclosing a donation is 
the core of what sustains us to keep on 
doing the Lord's work entrusted to us. In 
other words, it is much more meaningful 
than you can imagine! We thank you for 
that. Every dollar matters and so does 
giving us the opportunity to pray for 
your intentions. 

If you have never used the calendar 
envelopes before, I'd like to ask you 
to consider doing so. Or, if you are 
not already a monthly donor either 
electronically or by check, please 
prayerfully consider this as well.
     Excitement is rising!
                      

Begging Box

Meat
Vegetables

Small room A/C
Cleaning supplies

Batteries
Gift cards

Low mileage vehicles

Annual Calendar Project
Sat. Nov. 2 - Mon. Nov. 4

9:00 am - 8:00 pm
5818 S. Western, Amarillo, TX
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission 

and great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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