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One of my fond childhood memories is on gardening. When I was 
growing up we had a good-sized backyard where we had a vegetable garden 
and some fruit trees. Both my parents enjoyed gardening. My Mom was good 
with houseplants and flowers. Orchids thrived in her hands. My Dad loved 
his vegetable garden. I particularly remember how much work he had to do 
preparing the ground: tilling the soil, digging and creating different plots for 
various vegetables before planting the seedlings or sowing seeds. He attended 
to his garden diligently: making sure that everything was fertilized, watered and 
every detail attended to in order to have a good garden. During summer and 
on weekends the (two younger kids) my brother and I had the task of pulling 
the weeds. It was laborious. But harvesting was enjoyable. It was exciting to see 
the yield we had of the various vegetables that my Dad planted. His diligence 
and generous effort yielded a copious harvest each time. It was well worth all 
his labors.

The spiritual life is very much like it. If we want to bear much fruit we need 
to attend to the "soil of our hearts" with diligence. It takes a lot of effort and 
munificence to further the Kingdom of God here on earth. If we are generous 
to God, if we pour out ourselves in His service, we will "reap" more than we 
can imagine. The scripture says, "[H]e who sows bountifully will also reap 
bountifully." Similarly, in St. Mark's Gospel Jesus said, “ . . . the measure you 
give will be the measure you get, and still more will be given you." (Mk 4:24) 
Sometimes we may not see the fruit of our labors but God does. We need not 
expect "compensation" for the good work we have done in the Lord's garden. 
But we must always pray and expect for a rich harvest of souls. 

My older sibling Lorna, after retiring recently from her job, found a new 
purpose in life when she became a Catechist at her parish. Her 
comment, "I really want to teach the less privileged children," 
was edifying. That's a generous heart!

We are all called to be generous gardeners in the Lord's 
garden. This issue of Praise Him! will give you a glimpse 
of how you can keep the soil of your heart rich and 
fruitful. By sowing the seeds of the Gospel unspairingly 
with your time, talent and treasure, and by using your 
charism of invitation, we as workers in the Lord's garden 
will certainly yield a plentiful harvest.

Glimpses

 "... [H]e who sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully." 2 Corinthians 9:6
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Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
 Jesus loves you! 
 The cover of this newsletter depicts an icon of the Sower of the Seed. 
Mother John Marie, our dear Mother Foundress loved to use the words, “sowing 
the Seed.” She was referring to giving away a little card containing a verse from 
the Bible. She believed that giving this little card (Seeds):  people’s hearts would 
be touched, convicted and transformed. Often giving this simple little “seed 
card” initiated a conversation: “This is exactly the word that I needed to hear! 
How did you know?”

Mother John Marie understood that to respond with joy to the commission 
of Jesus: “Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations,” (Mt 28:19) we needed 
to start by planting seeds. It may not be a little scripture card, it could be a smile 
that reflects God’s love and shows openness to share the Good News.

When Sisters are travelling, we specifically pray for all those that we will 
encounter. Some sisters pray for “special encounters” (where the Lord would put 
in their path a person with a special need to know Him.) During our religious 
formation, we have an activity called, “treasure hunt”. Treasure hunting consists 
in praying and asking the Lord to lead us to a person who needs ministry. This 
person is a treasure to Jesus’s heart and we want them to be found by Him!

Aggie Neck, a very holy woman from Louisiana (who has since entered 
her eternal reward), used to say that she would pray for the person sitting next 
to her on a plane or at a conference. She would shower them with Jesus’ silent 
presence and love and this often led to a dialogue.

My dear friends, how is God calling you to sow the seed right now? Let us 
sow the seed! Let us make disciples of all nations! 
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Soil Samples

“Jesus explained the reason 
for the Parables. It was meant to 
simultaneously reveal and conceal 
the revelation about living in 
the Kingdom of God. To those 
with open hearts and minds, the 
understanding would be given. 
To those with closed hearts and 
minds, the mystery of the Kingdom 
of Heaven would be hidden. We 
should not think it strange that 
Jesus started speaking in Parables 
after the Pharisees witnessed His 
miracles and attributed them to the 
work of the devil (They blasphemed 

the Holy Spirit, a sin that Jesus 
describes as “unforgivable”)

Using the parable, Jesus teaches 
the disciples the art of deciphering the 
story. In this case, the sower is Jesus 
and those who proclaim His message. 
The seed is the Word of God. The soil 
is the “heart of man” and his varying 
degrees of receptivity to the seed. The 
crux of the matter is the condition of 
the heart!

We could say that Jesus identifies 
four different soil “sample” which 
for us become four different soil 
“examples”. Of course understanding 

“The Parable of the Sower”
Some would suggest that it be called “The Parable of the 
Soils”. Indeed there are many lessons that can be drawn 

from the sower, the seed and the soil. A parable is not a doctrinal 
dissertation, but rather an illustration that drives a doctrinal truth 
home to the heart. The key is to find proper application of the story. 
The disciples who first hear these words asks Jesus, “Why do you 
speak in Parables?” And “Explain the parable to us.”

by Tom Edwards
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is still dependent upon submission 
to the Lord and yielding to the 
instructions of the Holy Spirit. This 
will include prayer and at times study. 
We should not assume that because we 
have heard or read the parable dozens 
of times that we actually understand 
it. That strong exhortation that Jesus 
gives us twice while relating to the 
parable is akin to HEAR—REALLY 
LISTEN AND EXPLICITLY HEAR!

Soil Sample #1 –Hard Packed Foot 
Path: 

In the parable the seed is 
sown in an indiscriminate 
fashion. Some of the 
seed falls on a well-
trodden pathway that 
has been hardened 
by many footsteps. 
This seed is easy picking 
for the birds of the air—birds 
love to devour seed. Jesus goes on to 
explain that the birds represent Satan 
who snatches away the seed. It’s been 
happening since Adam and Eve in the 
garden. The believer today may be as 
susceptible today as the unbeliever. 
Think not? Do you remember the 
readings from the liturgy that you 
heard a week ago? Did anything 
at all take root? Is it possible that 
your heart was crusted over by 
preoccupations with your job, your 

hobby, your vacation plans, a family 
problem? Was your heart hungering 
and desiring for a life giving seed that 
would germinate and bear fruit? Have 
you ever tried to evangelize someone 
with a heart like hard packed soil? 
Such a condition provides a perfect 
picnic ground for demons.

Soil Sample #2—Rock Ground:
Farmers know that an essential 

step to preparing a plot is to remove 
the stones. The fields in England 
are ringed with beautiful stone 

walls—stones removed from 
the land. A seed falling 

on a couple inches of 
soil that is covering a 
layer of stone has no 
chance. It puts down 

some shallow roots, the 
scorching sun heats the 

rock, and the fledgling growth 
withers and dies.. This phenomenon 
is repeated over and again in human 
lives. A spiritual message is read or 
heard in the context of a humorous 
account or a tear jerking sob story. 
Emotions are stirred—the heart 
seems moved. Perhaps joy abound 
for the moment. But soon the soul is 
assailed by a real life crisis or problem. 
The germ of the seed of truth that was 
conveyed in the message is overcome 
by new emotions. Emotions often 
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Emotions 
often triumph 

over faith.



triumph over faith. Emotions are 
God—given and can be positive 
but they alone are not enough to 
sustain growth and water the seed. 
The problems take precedence. 
Emotions feed the flesh, only the 
Spirit can feed the spirit.

Soil Sample #3—Thorny Soil:
Anyone who has dealt with 

invasive plants that are filled with 
thorny needles or briars that choke 
out the flowers or desirable plants 
in one’s garden can relate. Jesus 
explains that this is the effect of 
worldly things (stuff). We know that 
the more we have the more we are 
consumed by what we have. Enough 
is never enough. It is possible that we 
may have a bit of good spiritual life. 
But the good spiritual life becomes 
entangled with wants, with things, 
with commitments. Maybe it’s sports 
or relationships. Having everything 
may be like having nothing if the 
sun can no longer break through. 
The spiritual life is relegated to the 
“backseat”. The good seed cannot 
grow, branch out or bear the fruit that 
the Lord calls for. When Christ—like 
witness is compromised, others only 
see a life like the rest of the world, 
nothing particularly different.

Soil Sample #4—The Rich Soil That 
Bears Fruit:

Jesus commends those that do 
not let the precious seed go to waste. 
They will bear fruit—they will become 
seed that produces seed that produces 
seed. Their lives will be a source of 
nourishment for others. They will 
cause the blind to see. They will cause 
the lost to be found. Granted, it is 
the Lord that can give the increase. 
But those who yield to the truth will 
in turn yield much fruit—30%, 60%, 
100%. Likely not many will be one 
hundred percenters, but it’s the goal 
to set one’s eyes upon. Keep in mind 
that thirty percent is much better than 
zero percent.

Let’s keep in mind that the 
parable is not meant just for all those 
“bad soil” people out there somewhere. 
The parable was primarily directed to 
believers. I must remember that my 
heart has a patch of every kind of soil. 
It’s up to me to guard and war against 
the ill effects of the bad soil and to 
cultivate the good soil. Keep an eye 
on those “SOIL SAMPLES”.

Reprinted from The Proclaimer
www.catholicevangelization.

homestead.com
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But the good 
spiritual life becomes 
entangled with wants, 

with things,
 with commitments. 
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But what is God’s abundance 
to  us? It is the kind that is unlike 
the  world’s terms that seem to never 
satisfy no matter how much we  might 
possess, but that which replenishes 
the soul and reminds one of God’s 
sublime limitlessness beyond the 
universe. This abundance reflects that 
we are, in fact, designed to receive 
God’s overflow of love and grace 
without limit, which is only possible 
if we are in relationship with Him. 

Can we allow ourselves to believe 
that? Or have we settled on imagining 
God as someone stingy with His love 
only giving it when He deems (or 
more likely we deem) we deserve it. 
In light of this abudance, the Gospel 
of Matthew shows us the mission 
set out for His disciples through this 
passage: “The harvest is abundant, but 
the laborers are few; so ask the Master 

of  the harvest to send out laborers for 
His harvest.” Matthew 9:38

The need is made clear. How 
many times have we felt as though we 
are without what we truly need? 
This passage beckons us to see that 
with God, there is nothing that we 
are lacking! We must start with the 
truth of God’s abundance —He is the 
unending wellspring for all which we 
thirst. But the Lord tells us that the 
real challenge is finding those who are 
to labor for the abundance.

It is easy to be left wondering, 
how and where must we find the 
laborers or how are we to labor in this 
garden that is to produce the fruits 
of God’s plan, especially in the tough 
soil of complacency? We are given the 
answer: “Ask the Master of  the harvest 
to send out laborers for His harvest.”

Evidently, God alone is the One 

THE HARVEST 
IS ABUNDANT

by Diana Jorda

Take a moment to think about what you experience as 
abundant. We live in a society where abundance can be 
classified as privilege to the amount of resources, access, 

and opportunity we have in this country. It takes shape from the 
variety of brands of every item stocking our grocery store shelves, 
our latest fast-paced technology,  the constant rotation of our 
exploding wardrobes in order to suit our preferential moods. 
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to call those who are to proclaim the 
Gospel and, therefore, bring souls 
to Himself. This abundance is to be 
lived out in us, who are the vibrancy 
and diversity of God’s creation.We 
are called to be the laborers and the 
harvest itself.

. . . .

The Harvest, itself, has always 
been cultivated by the Spirit whose 
fruit is fully dependent 
on the providence 
of God. This, too, is 
how the Charismatic 
Renewal was born 
and how it continues 
to discern and govern 
itself. 

As Christ’s dis-
ciples led by the Holy 
Spirit, what are we 
challenged to see and do in light of 
God’s harvest, here in this ministry? 

There is so much abundance 
in this work we are a part of as the 
Mystical Body of Christ, where the 
Holy Spirit reveals the cultivating 
hand of God in our every day and 
the needs of others—a Spirit that is 
always driving us forward. 

This is our heritage as well as 
our unfolding vision. So let us trust 
in God completing the work He has 
begun in us. Yet, the struggle may be 
illustrated in the scripture passage: 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, unless a 
grain of wheat falls to the ground and 
dies, it remains just a grain of wheat; 
but if  it dies, it produces much fruit.”  
John 12:24

We are all asked to die to 

ourselves to bring about the fullness 
of the harvest. Do not fear that this 
may strike you as losing yourself as 
something insignificant, but simply 
that you are surrendering your will to 
a supernatural mastery that has been 
devised as the most perfect plan for 
us with a loving calculation that spans 
beyond what we can ever conceive on 
our own. If we desire to be witnesses 
of the work that God has given to 
[us], then we all must see ourselves 

as vital contributors 
to God equipping His 
holy ones with the 
abundant gifts inherent 
in each of us—that by 
sharing them in action 
powered by the Holy 
Spirit, we become those 
who closely belong 
the  Mission  of  the  
Harvest—its laborers 

and fruits.  
Undoubtedly, the richest of fruit 

have come from the foundations of 
sacrificial love. How is God beckoning 
you to live out that call ... ? We ask you 
to reflect on this, ultimately, because 
we cannot do this work alone. 

TOGETHER, let us be the 
abundance, given as Christ’s body, 
that will feed and satisfy every hungry 
heart.

Note: This article was originally 
addressed to the Western Washington 
Charismatic Renewal.

Reprinted with permission from 
GLEANINGS  

September-October 2018
wwccr.org

st
ud

yp
ra

ys
er

ve
.co

m
 



 www.dljc.org  ◆  9

The invitation of Barnabas was 
the beginning of the ministry of 
the great Apostle to the Gentiles. A 
man or woman may have a natural 
ability for being welcoming, inviting, 
or persuasive; but an anointing of 
the Holy Spirit is manifested when 
a person is inspired by the Lord to 
invite another person for a particular 
purpose in the Kingdom of God.

How do we know if the inspiration 
comes from the Lord, or from a merely 
human sympathy, or from the devil? 
There is need for discernment here. 
We in the Renewal tend to attribute to 
the Lord any inspiration or idea that 
crosses our minds, and many times 
it could be true, but the discernment 
of the origin of any inspiration is not 
completed until further examination. 

Is it directed towards the building up 
of the Kingdom of God? Are its effects 
beyond human ingenuity? Sometimes 
we would not know these until we 
have acted upon the inspiration. Let 
us further comment on these criteria 
for discernment.

For an invitation to be directed 
towards the building up of the 
Kingdom of God it must be focused 
on growth in charity, the increase of 
the holiness of the Church, and/or a 
change in the world towards a more 
evangelical society. In other words, 
the invitation must be connected to 
evangelization by making Christ more 
present to the person, helping the 
person grow in his or her evangelistic 
effectiveness, or helping the person 
better live out the Gospel values in his 

What is the charism of Invitation? We will begin with a 
simple definition: the charism of Invitation is a gift or 
anointing of the Holy Spirit to request from others their 

presence or participation in building up the Kingdom of God. As 
with any charism, its effectiveness goes beyond human ingenuity. 
Another trait of this charism is its eminent personal character. It 
usually appeals to the individual person for a particular mission.

by Sister Magdalena Casas Nava, DLJC

The Charism of 
Invitation
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everyday life.
The effects of the charism are 

the best means to assess the genuine 
manifestation of the Holy Spirit. 
Most often this cannot be done 
before much time has elapsed, and 
the mustard seed has become a large 
shrub. The man who performed the 
original invitation may have not even 
been aware of the fact that it was the 
Holy Spirit at work in him. But when 
the effects are long-lasting, “a fruit 
that endures,” it is obvious that God 
empowered him. In the following 
scriptures we have some examples 
that help us illustrate this.

Saul, after his conversion from 
being a persecutor of the church, 
had great difficulty convincing fellow 
believers of his authenticity. It was not 
until Barnabas, presumably inspired 
by the Holy Spirit, went to Tarsus to 
find him and bring him to Antioch, 
where both taught the community 
for a year. (See Acts 11:25-26.) 
The invitation of Barnabas was the 
beginning of the ministry of the great 
Apostle to the Gentiles. Paul became 
one of the most important people in 
spreading the Good News of Jesus in 
many places.

We can find in 
the Bible other stories 
of invitations directed 
towards the building 
up of the Kingdom, 
and which effects are 
longlasting. Andrew 
invited his brother 
Simon to meet Jesus 
(Jn 1:41-42). Simon 
eventually became the 
first of an unbroken 
line of Popes. Philip 

sought Nathaniel and told him “We 
have found the Messiah … come and 
see” (Jn 1:45-46). Both eventually shed 
their blood for Christ. But the origin 
and greatest example of the charism 
of Invitation is the Lord himself who 
let the first disciples “find him,” and 
told them “come and see” (Jn 1:39).

The Lord was of course moved by 
the Holy Spirit in every single human 
act of his life—each one was directed 
towards the Kingdom of God, and 
their effects have been felt throughout 
history, even to our day and time. His 
explicit invitation to each person in 
the Gospel is a manifestation of the 
charism of Invitation. Those who 
accepted his invitation found their 
lives totally re-oriented towards God’s 
Kingdom, “you will be fishers of 
men” (Mk 1:17). Their hearts became 
attuned with the Lord’s heart, “If you 
wish to be perfect … come follow 
me” (Mk 10:17-31). He requested 
their being present to him, and their 
participation in building up the 
Kingdom of God, “He called twelve, 
to be with him and to preach the 
Gospel” (Mk 3:14).

This last scripture gives us the cr
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clue on how to exercise the charism 
of Invitation and enrich our ministry. 
Rather than merely pushing and 
coercing people, as if all depended 
on the amount of exterior activity we 
do for the Lord, we need to do what 
the Lord asks from us. “Be with him.” 
Take the time to commune with the 
Lord, and then to “preach the Gospel,” 
reaching out to others.

Being effective evangelists is not 
a matter of technique, but rather of
genuine union with Christ. Union 

effected through actually doing his 
will in every aspect of life: charity, 
prayer and sacrifice. It is only after 
“abiding with him” that Christ’s 
disciples go out and invite others to 
“come and see,” then the Lord may 
touch and change them too. It is, in 
the end, Christ himself who invites, 
now through his disciples. 

Reprinted from PENTECOST Today 
January/February/March 2012

 www.nsc-chariscenter.org

Unplanned But Fruitful
by Sr. Mary Thomas Windfeldt, DLJC

“Wait, where did that come from?” This year my garden plot does not 
look like the one I had planned. Last year’s mint didn’t stay in its corner but 
stretched out to other parts of the garden. Healthy cilantro came up and I 
didn’t even plant any! Seeds from 2 years ago came to life. My basil—that 
always works well for me is taking its time. You know, the same sort of 
thing happens in life when I evangelize: I’ve been praying for the Lord to 
touch one person’s heart, I share the Word with them and nothing apparent 
happens—sometimes it takes time for the seed of the Word to germinate; 
then I just say “God bless you!” to someone in passing and it opens a hun-
gry heart and the flood gates of God’s grace are released. All of this is a 
reminder that it’s not my ministry, it’s His.

I see the challenge here is not to get too caught up in our own 
plans, but be prepared for the unexpected to sprout up and tend to that 
precious soul as God would have us do. This can only happen if our eyes 
our fixed, first of all, on the Master Gardener, then on the garden plot. St. 
Paul explains it beautifully, “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth.  So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, 
but only God who gives the growth. The one who plants and the one who 
waters have a common purpose, and each will receive wages according to 
the labor of each." (1 Cor. 3:6-8)
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dljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New Evangelization

May
The Lord’s Ranch Retreats,  
El Paso TX,  
Sisters Angela & Kateri

Pre-Confirmation Retreat,  
St. Anne’s Church, Santa Fe NM,  
Sisters Damiana & Mary Thomas

Retreat on Prayer,  
Prayer Town TX,  Sisters Ana 
Chiara & Michael Marie

Life in the Spirit Seminar,  
Gainsville FL,  
Sisters Joan & Grace Maria

June 
Diocesan Catholic Youth 
Conference, Amarillo TX 
Sr. Michael Marie

Pentecost Speaker, St. Anne’s, 
Coppell TX, Sr. Marie Fidelis

Extreme Faith Camp, Big Sandy 
Camp, McGregor MN, 
Sisters Marguerite Marie & Gloria

Women's Retreat,  
Prayer Town TX,   
Sisters Christine Marie, Cecilia, 
Marie Fidelis & Gloria

Come and See, Prayer Town TX,

Steubenville Lone Star,  
Dallas TX, Sr. Marie Fidelis & 
Postulant Abitha

Steubenville Rockies, CO 
Sisters Mary Thomas & Fatima

Vietnamese Youth,  
Prayer Town TX, Sr. Michael 
Marie & Mother Juana Teresa

4
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Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Dear Beloved in Christ,
"Christ is alive! He is our hope, 

and in a wonderful way He brings 
youth to our world, and everything He 
touches becomes young, new, full of 
life. The very first words, then, that 
I would like to say to every young 
Christian are these: Christ is alive 
and He wants you to be alive!

He is in you, He is with you and He 
never abandons you. However far you 
may wander, He is always there, the 
Risen One. He calls you and He waits 
for you to return to Him and start over 
again. When you feel you are growing 
old out of sorrow, resentment or fear, 
doubt or failure, He will always be 
there to restore your strength and 
your hope." (CHRISTUS VIVIT by Pope 
Francis)

Christ is indeed alive in the 
midst of our Community. In our young 
vocations - those making perpetual 
vows, renewing their temporary vows, 
becoming novices, and new aspirants -  
He is filling us with hope and renewal.

You share in our joy as you partner 
with us to form these precious ladies 
into all that the Lord created them 
and us to be. In a special way I'd 
like to invite you to prayerfully 
consider giving a financial gift for 
the formation and education of our 
Sisters. When doing so, please make a 
note that it is for this intention.

The Lord is always with you - 
always! And we are also with you in our 
prayers. If you have any particular 
intentions you'd like us to pray for, 
you can reach us at:

prayformesisters@gmail.com 

What a great team we make!

  With a hope filled heart,
                      

Begging Box

Meat
Vegetables

Small room A/C
Cleaning supplies

Batteries
Gift cards

Low mileage vehicles
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission 

and great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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