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This verse from Chapter 1 of the Gospel of John spoke to me 
profoundly as I was spiritually preparing for the coming of Jesus at 
Christmas. I pondered on the image of the daylight filling the sky in the 
morning and other images of lights. I thought of the candles that we light 
during Advent particularly the white candle called the “Christ candle” 
which is a representation of the True Light—Jesus Christ that has come 
into the world and is coming again at the end of the age. 

Christmas is a celebration of the Incarnation of Christ. He “became 
flesh and dwelt among us.” (Jn. 1:14) His humble act of becoming one like 
us brought light to the world that was wrought in darkness and sin. 

The Meaning of Christmas Today (page 8) helps us see how the mystery 
of  the Incarnation continues as we “give life” to Jesus by becomimg “His 
body [and light] in the world.” In the Son of David, Son of God (page 4) we 
are shown by St. Luke, in his narrative on the birth and infancy of Jesus, 
how the coming of the Son of God is “the fulfillment of every promise 
[prophecies] contained in the Old Testament.”

As we celebrate this holy and miraculous season of Christmas let us  
remember that above all Christ is the reason for the season and will always 
be. He is the same yesterday, today and forever no matter in what form 
He wishes to come.  He is “the light [that] shines in the 
darkness and the darkness has not overcome it.” (Jn 1:5) 

Christmas lights maybe enthralling and the 
radiance of the daylight might be promising, yet even 
all these lights combined will pale when Christ the 
Light of the world comes again.

This Christmas let us invite the Infant Jesus 
to come into our lives and hearts in a new way. 
Allow Him to illumine the areas of our lives that 
still need redemption.

          Wishing all of you a blessed and a 
Christmas filled with the light of Christ!

From the Editor

“The true light that gives light to everyone  
was coming into the world.” (Jn. 1:9)



Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

A Note From

LOVE

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

Jesus loves you.

As we prepare for Christmas, things can get very hectic and busy. I 
would like to invite each one of you to stop a moment and allow the Good 
News that the Christ Child brings challenge us. First of all, He comes as a 
little child. In our minds, it can be very difficult to comprehend that a little 
child can be the All Powerful and Mighty God. Secondly, we see Him living 
in great simplicity and poverty. He who created all things chose simplicity 
and poverty. We see Him laid in a manger and born in Bethlehem (in He-
brew: House of Bread).

Definitely the ways of the little Child Jesus are very different from 
the world’s way. Our world is constantly striving for power. In the little 
Child Jesus we see that this is not the right way. We need to become like 
little children humble and little. In His poverty we see that achievement 
and acquiring of goods are not the end in itself. Rather we must seek the 
Kingdom of the Father.

Gazing at the Child in the manger, we are awakened to the truth that 
we are created not to lord over others but to become bread for others, to 
make of our lives a love-filled gift to others.

O Little Child of Bethlehem, be our Light this Christmas. Shatter our 
blindness and the values of the world with the light of your life and your 
example. Lord lead us in Your way. Amen.
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While these prophets did not 
know every detail about Jesus, Luke 
used Spirit-inspired hindsight to see 
how their words helped set the stage 
for the miracle of Christmas. Let’s 
look at three ways he did this. First, 
Luke showed how Jesus is the answer 
to Israel’s dream of a perfect king—
the perfection of everything that King 
David stood for. Second, let’s look 
at how Luke emphasizes that Jesus’ 
kingdom will last forever, unlike Da-
vid’s kingdom, which faded not long 
after his son, Solomon’s, death. And 

third, let’s look at how Luke portrays 
Mary as the ark of the new covenant, 
the new tabernacle of the presence of 
God.

A New David
Luke tells us that Jesus was born 

in Bethlehem, which was also the 
birthplace of King David. He also 
points out that Joseph "was of the 
house and family of David" (Lk 2:4). 
Luke felt it was critical to highlight 
this connection between Jesus and 
David. This link to the house of David 

As we . . . ponder Luke’s story of the birth of Jesus, let’s try 
taking a broader, more panoramic look. . . . Luke wrote his 
infancy narrative years after Jesus died and rose. During 

those intervening years, Luke spent a lot of time reflecting on 
the way Jesus’ coming was the fulfillment of so much that was 
already present in the Hebrew Bible. As Luke pondered this, he 
became determined to show how God’s plan unfolded over time 
and reached its culmination in Jesus. This means that it was not by 
chance that Luke looked to the Old Testament prophets like Isaiah, 
Micah, and Elijah and used their words and images to describe 
Jesus and his mission.

Son of David,
 Son of God

God has fulfilled all his promises in Christ.
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helped the early church see that Jesus 
was a king, coming from a kingly 
lineage.

Early on in David’s reign, he was 
visited by the prophet Nathan, who 
told him: "When your time comes and 
you rest with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your heir after you, sprung 
from your loins, and I will make his 
kingdom firm. It is he who shall build 
a house for my name. And I will make 
his royal throne firm forever. I will be 
a father to him, and he shall be a 
son to me.  . . . Your house 
and your kingdom shall 
endure forever before 
me; your throne 
shall stand firm 
forever" (2 Sam 
7:12-14, 16).

According 
to Luke, when 
the angel Gabriel 
spoke to Mary, he 
told her: "Behold, 
you will conceive 
in your womb and 
bear a son, and you 
shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will 
be called Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give 
him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Ja-
cob forever, and of his kingdom there 
will be no end" (Lk 1:31-33).

Can you see the parallel that 
Luke is making between the promises 
that Nathan made to David and Ga-
briel’s promise to Mary? Jesus is the 
heir to David. He is the One who will 
be an eternal king whose throne "shall 
stand firm forever" (2 Sam 7:16).

A New Kingdom 
Another point to ponder has to 

do with the word "great." In the Old 
Testament, this word was used with 
a special religious emphasis. For in-
stance, God told Abram: "I will make 
of you a great nation" (Gen 12:2). In 
the Old Testament, the word "great" 
was often used in a special way to 
describe God (Deut 10:17; Ps 96:4; 
145:3; 147:5; Mal 1:11). So some com-
mentators have said that when Gabri-

el tells Mary that her son will be 
"great," he is emphasizing 

that Jesus is from God, 
and in fact is the Son of 

God.
St. Paul calls 

Jesus "the king of 
ages, incorrupt-
ible, invisible, the 
only God" (1 Tim 
1:17). The Book of 
Revelation speaks 
of One who sits on 

the throne in heav-
en while his subjects 

praise him saying, 
"Holy, holy, holy, is the 

Lord God Almighty" (Rev 
4:8). We know this is Jesus. 

After all, he told Pilate: "My kingdom 
does not belong to this world. . . . I am 
a king. For this I was born and for this 
I came into the world, to testify to the 
truth" (Jn 18:36,37).

All these verses tell us that Jesus 
has come to inaugurate a new king-
dom—a fulfillment of everything 
people had hoped for in David’s reign. 
But unlike David’s kingdom, Jesus’ 
reign does not belong "to this world." 
It is a heavenly kingdom, filled with 
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every grace and blessing. It is a king-
dom where suffering and fear and 
even death are banished forever. It is a 
kingdom where purity and unity and 
holiness reign, and where sadness, de-
ception, and isolation have no place.

It can be so easy to get caught 
up in this present world and devote 
all our energies to making our home 
here. But the truth is, we are destined 
for another home and another king-
dom. It is right to want to make this 
world a better place. It is also right to 
want to enjoy the good things that this 
world has to offer. But Jesus wants to 
teach us how to enjoy this world, even 
as we prepare ourselves for the next 
world. He wants to teach us, too, how 
to shape this world so that it comes to 
mirror his everlasting kingdom more 
and more.

A New Tabernacle
Another connec-

tion that Luke makes 
between Jesus’ birth and 
the Old Testament has to 
do with Mary. When the 
angel Gabriel appeared 
to her and announced 
God’s plan to make her 
the Mother of God, he 
told Mary: "The Holy 
Spirit will come upon 
you, and the power of 
the Most High will over-
shadow you. Therefore 
the child to be born will 
be called holy" (Lk 1:35).

These words sound 
a lot like the descrip-
tion of the meeting tent 
that housed the Ark of 

the Covenant in the Book of Exodus. 
According to Exodus, after Moses set 
up the tent according to God’s com-
mands, "the cloud covered the meet-
ing tent, and the glory of the Lord 
filled the Dwelling" (Ex 40:34). It was 
God himself dwelling within the Ark 
of the Covenant, dwelling among the 
people!

Picking up from this imagery, 
Luke describes Mary as the new tab-
ernacle of the Lord, the new Ark of the 
Covenant. This is why we believe that 
Mary was conceived without original 
sin. How could a sin-filled tabernacle 
house the Lord? The dwelling place 
for God had to be pure, free from any 
imperfection. And so Mary was.

A little further in his story, Luke 
tells us about Mary’s visit to her cousin 
Elizabeth. "When Elizabeth heard 



Mary’s greeting, 
the infant leaped 
in her womb, and 
Elizabeth . . . cried 
out in a loud voice 
and said, ‘Most 
blessed are you 
among women, 
and blessed is 
the fruit of your 
womb’" (Lk 1:41-
42). Again, the 
Old Testament connections are rich.

The reaction of Elizabeth’s 
unborn child reminds us of the way 
King David leapt and danced for joy 
as he brought the Ark of the Covenant 
into the city of Jerusalem (2 Sam 6:14-
15). And just before this triumphant 
procession, David asked, "How can 
the ark of the Lord come to me?" Just 
as Elizabeth asked, "How does this 
happen to me, that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?" (Lk 1:43).

These connections that Luke 
makes between Mary and the Ark of 
the Covenant are his way of telling 
us that Mary has a special place in 
God’s plan. She is the tabernacle of 
the Lord in a unique way, bringing the 
presence of Jesus to all who are open 
to him. But it is also Luke’s way of 
telling us that Jesus is with us and that 
we can feel his presence. Just as he 
lived inside of Mary’s womb for nine 
months, he lives in our hearts. Each of 
us is a living tabernacle of the Lord. 
What’s more, just as Elizabeth’s baby, 
John, leapt in the womb when Mary 
and Jesus came, so too can we be 
filled with joy at the presence of our 
Lord. God has come to live among us! 
We can be set free from sin! We have 

every reason to rejoice!

Every Promise Is Fulfilled
 As we celebrate the season of 

Advent, let’s allow Luke’s beautiful 
infancy narrative to convince us that 
Jesus is the Son of God, the fulfillment 
of every promise contained in the Old 
Testament.

King David wondered, "How can 
the ark come to me?" Likewise, Eliza-
beth wondered, "Why am I so favored 
that the mother of my Lord would 
come to me?" We can ask the same 
question. Why would God come to 
a people who are so weak and sinful? 
Why would he come to a disobedient 
and ungrateful race? Because he loves 
us with boundless love, and he wants 
to heal and restore us.

During this special season, Jesus 
is asking us: "Do you see me in the 
tabernacle—both in the tabernacle of 
the Eucharist and in the tabernacle of 
your heart? If you do, you will know 
my joy. You will know I am the Lord 
of the universe. You will fall on your 
knees and adore me. I am your King, 
and my kingdom will last forever." 
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Printed with permission from   
The Word Among Us, Advent 2009
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The Meaning of 
Christmas Today

By Miriam Wright

“Live Jesus!” Live Jesus! Is the motto of St. Francis de 
Sales, one of the Doctors of the Church. St. Francis 
demonstrated, through his life and teaching, that the 

true meaning of Christmas extends beyond the birth of our Lord 
Jesus as a historical event. The meaning extends to our everyday 
life as Jesus continues to take on human flesh through his disciples 
who gave their “yes” as Mary did. 

In a mysterious way, the Incar-
nation continues as we “give life” to 
Jesus and become his body in the 
world. When we submit to him, Je-
sus is born again in our hearts, in our 
flesh and in our world every day. Jesus 
makes all things new. (cf. Rev 21:5) 
When we “Live Jesus” he makes us 
new, giving us a new heart, new mind, 
new desires, new will and one day, 
even a new body. Amen! 

Through our Baptism, we are all 
called to holiness and, in the words 
of St. Francis; this means we are all 
called to “Live Jesus!” In the motto, 
the exclamation mark was included 
by St. Francis. I think he did so for 
good reason. We are called to Live 
Jesus with gusto, not in a lukewarm 

fashion or as an afterthought. But 
what does it mean to Live Jesus, and 
how are we achieving it?

In Francis words, to “Live Jesus” 
means to have the “name of Jesus  en-
graved on one’s heart. It was to allow 
that name to become one’s own true 
name, to allow ones entire self—body, 
thoughts, affections, actions, deci-
sions, work,  and devotion—to be 
animated by the reality of the person 
known by that name. To allow Jesus 
to live one did not simply learn about 
Jesus or pray to Jesus or even imitate 
Jesus. One surrendered the vital cen-
ter of one’s being—one’s heart…to 
another living presence”(St. Francis 
de Sales, Jane de Chantal Letters of 
Spiritual Direction, Wendy Wright 
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and Joseph F. Power). Move over self, 
and take control Jesus! Wow! It is no 
small thing to which we are called. In 
Galatians 2:19, St. Paul says it this way 
“I have been crucified with Christ; yet 
I live, no longer I, but Christ lives in 
me.”

Experiencing our fallen human-
ity in daily living, we might be tempt-
ed to despair. I can personally attest 
to the fact that self-will, self-love, 
self-indulgence and self-centered-
ness in general, are more “natural” 
inclinations than to be crucified, to 
die to self. And therein lies the prob-
lem. Our very human nature has been 
damaged and distorted by sin, fatally 
so in fact. We often desire things that 
are not good for us or settle for less 
than what is offered.

In a great mystery of love, we 
were created by God for loving union 
with Him. However the effect of sin 
has made us incapable of the love 
that is required, the love which is so 
completely self–giving versus 
self-centered. In our sinful-
ness, we are incapable of 
union with God, just as 
oil does not bind with 
water and thus sep-
arates naturally. We 
need to be trans-
formed to become 
like God so that we 
can be joined with 
God and this begins 
by realizing that 
we are not God but 
rather a beloved crea-
ture totally dependent 
on God and owing Him 
our love and obedience.

Jesus became human, to teach us 
by example how to live a fully human 
life. To be fully alive (cf. Jn 10:10) is to 
live like God, yet in recognition of and 
submission to the One who is God. 
Jesus, fully God and fully human, is 
the Way by which we can achieve the 
destiny for which we were created.

“Christ Jesus, who though he 
was in the form of God, did not re-
gard equality with God something to 
be grasped. Rather, he emptied him-
self, taking the form of a slave, coming 
in human likeness; and found human 
in appearance, he humbled himself, 
becoming obedient to death, even 
death on a cross.” (Phil 2:6-8) Jesus in 
perfect love (cf. Mt 5:48) made his en-
tire life a gift of self to the Father and 
to each and every person of all time. 
“He loved his own in the world and 
he loved them to the end” (Jn 13:1). 
Jesus loved without limits, even to un-
deserved death on a cross.

Looking to Jesus, we see what 
perfect love looks like and 

so we have a better idea 
of what it means to 

“Live Jesus!” “Be holy 
because I am holy” 

(1 Pt 1:16). We also 
quickly see that on 
our own we could 
never accomplish 
this. We might not 
even desire it…To 
lay down my life 
for the very people 

who are causing my 
suffering? This does 

not come naturally 
to me! And yet there is 

hope, and his name is Jesus 
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(cf. 1 Pt 1:13). Jesus, who showed us 
the way, also became the Way. Jesus 
provides the means to transform our 
desires and every other part of our 
fallen human nature including our 
intellect, memory, will, emotions, 
imagination, body and bodily senses. 
Jesus is the means by which we are 
transformed and made new. This 
saving action is a free gift, an act of 
grace. We must cooperate but we 
cannot effect the change in ourselves. 
If transformation is not sufficiently 
complete when we die, it will 
continue in purgatory, but 
either way it must occur 
to be in heaven, united 
with God.

After his As-
cension into heav-
en, Jesus sent us 
his Holy Spirit. As 
he promised, he 
did not leave us or-
phans (cf. Jn 14:18). 
And so by the pow-
er of the Spirit, we en-
ter into the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus through 
Baptism. This opens the door to the 
other sacraments and is why we re-
fer to Baptism as the most import-
ant sacrament. Through this and the 
other sacraments we are transformed 
by the power of the Holy Spirit to the 
extent to which we are docile to his 
action. In love, our free will is always 
respected. We must choose to cooper-
ate. And when we do, when we incline 
ourselves towards God and his will in 
our lives, things start to change. Sins 
to which we have been in bondage be-
gin to be conquered. Desires begin to 

change. Vices are slowly replaced with 
virtues. Love starts to shift away from 
self towards God and others. Progress 
on the road to holiness, to perfection 
occurs.

In my own experience, having 
undergone some (and needing much 
more) purification, the most powerful 
source of transformation is the Eu-
charist, the greatest sacrament. Jesus 
humbled himself to become man. This 
is a much greater descent than for one 
of us to become an ant. Imagine! Jesus 

then humbled himself further 
to become bread and wine. 

Although fully present 
in body and blood, 

soul and divinity he 
remains hidden in 
this humble form. 
In this complete 
poverty, we can 
perhaps approach 

Jesus more easily, yet 
remain confident of 

his desire and power 
to help us. Simply be-

ing in his presence in the 
Eucharist, as in an adoration 

chapel for example, we are trans-
formed. Pope John Paul II referred to 
this as radiation therapy which heals 
the illness of sin and its effects. An 
even greater blessing than adoration 
is communion. Receiving Jesus in the 
Eucharist, we become what we re-
ceive. As prayed at Mass, “through the 
mystery of this water and wine, may 
we come to share in the divinity of 
Christ, who humbled himself to share 
in our humanity.”

Christmas is the feast celebrating 
the birth of Jesus. It is the feast of the 



Word becoming flesh and making his 
dwelling among us (cf. Jn 1: 14). In a 
historical sense, this occurred once, 
about 2000 years ago. In mystery, it is 
made present each year at Christmas, 
each Sunday and weekday at Mass, 
and each time we submit in love and 
obedience to say, “Jesus, live in me. I 
will be your hand and feet, your voice 
in the world. By your grace, I move; 

myself, my will and my all aside to 
make room for you; I will die to self 
so that I no longer live, but as glorious 
St. Paul proclaimed, it is Christ who 
lives in me.” 
Live Jesus! Merry Christmas! Amen!
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Reprinted with permission from 
The Bread of Life 

November /December 2008

A Reflection  
    on Prayer

(Excerpt from Praying in the Gospel 
Context by Mother John Marie, 
DLJC Foundress, published on 
Praise Him! November 1990.)

Prayer is more than a spiritual 
exercise or duty. Prayer is a 
relationship with God. If that 
relationship is warm and personal, 
we hunger and thirst for the things 
of God. We love to spend time with 
Him, sharing our inmost being, 
indeed, our whole lives with Him. If 
that relationship is stiff and formal, 
or if God is some vague, distant 
Being to whom a person speaks 
but with whom he has no personal 
relationship, his prayer will also be 
stiff and formal. He is like a distant 
relative who is vaguely aware that 

he has a tiny share in the family 
estate. Such a person may know a 
little about God but has never met 
Him personally and probably has 
a minimal scriptural knowledge of 
who God is. 

The Bible is essential in build-
ing our understanding of God and, 
therefore, of what life is all about. It 
is in the Scripture that we learn that 
God is not a distant deity but our 
loving Father with whom we can 
speak to with confidence. Without 
the Bible, the profound personal 
significance of the Savior 
would elude us. Not only 
would we lack under-
standing of salvation history 
but also the very meaning 
and destiny of our lives. LOVE
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dljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New Evangelization

 September
7-4, Prophetic Intercession Retreat and Leader’s Conference, Puebla 
Mexico, Sr. Damiana English/Spanish Interpreter for Cyril John of 
ICCRS Sub-Committee, Asia-Oceania
14-19 Our Lady of Częstochowa, Cheektowaga, NY, Sisters Joan & 
Angela, retreat leaders
21-23, Santa Maria de la Paz, Santa Fe, NM, Sisters Lucy & 
Marguerite Marie, praise and worship leaders

October 
6, Prayer Breakfast, Amarillo, TX, Sr. Lucy, praise and worship leader
12-14, Devotion in Motion, The Ark & The Dove, Gibsonia, PA  Sr. 
Cecilia, workshop leader
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1
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dljc MINISTRIES & Events
At the service of the New Evangelization

43

8

12, Vocations promotion, Franciscan University, OH  Sisters Ana 
Chiara & Mary Gianna
14, Faith Afloat, Pittsburg, PA,  Sisters Ana Chiara & Mary Gianna
14-15, Vocations promotion, Dallas, TX, Sisters Marie Fidelis & 
Grace Maria
19-21, Growth in the Spirit Seminar, St. Rita’s Parish  Ft. Worth, 
TX, Sisters Mary Thomas & Anna Sophia, retreat leaders
20, Stephen’s Ministry Retreat, Amarillo, TX. Sisters Joan & 
Christine Marie, retreat leaders
20, Life in the Spirit Seminar, Prayer Town, TX, Sisters Lucy, Marie 
Fidelis & Grace Maria, team

6

7
8

9

10

11

6

7

11
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Prayer Town
PO Box 64

Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064

(806) 534-2312
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia
Mission Advancement 

Assistant

Amarillo
1828 Mustang St.

Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525

dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement 

Director

Dear Fellow Disciples of Christ,
   “For God so loved the world, that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believes in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Jn 3:16
   The Father has given us His Son, 
His own heart. He gave in fullness, 
knowing the cost yet choosing to love 
intensely.
   Giving is a natural response to love. 
Many of you have given to us: food, 
clothing, educational opportunities, 
prayers, time, talent, etc. and we do 
appreciate and receive these tokens of 
love from you. Our prayers and support 
for you are mutual.
   As all of us seek to fall more and 
more in love with the Lord, especially 
by receiving all that He has given us, 
may our heart’s response be generous. 
Distance may separate us but we are 
very close to you in the Eucharist.
   Just as God loves intensely, let us 
be more like Him this Christmas and 
2019 - giving in fullness. He has a 
gift for each of us to uniquely unfold 
which will manifest His glory. What is 
yours? “Ask and you shall receive...” 
Mt 7:7 
   We are asking for a few gifts 
ourselves. This next year we are 
hoping to beautify our cemetery in 
which our Mother Foundress rests, 
to replace the siding on our Mother 
House courtyard area, to replace a few 
roofs and to provide training for our 
Sisters. We welcome you to join us 
with these projects.
      

             Merry Christmas,
  
 

Begging Box

Vegetables
Meat

Household Supplies
Catholic books

Lowe's Gift Cards
Low mileage vehicles

Online giving is even easier now at www.dljc.org “Donate”

Prefer
automatic
giving?

We can help you set it 
up! Give us a call.
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Stocks & Securities: By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax 
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of 
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person 
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will 
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor 
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you 
in this life and beyond.  

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this 
league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you 
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters 
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember 
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately 
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.

Thank You

Monetary Gifts: Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time 
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:

Automatic Bank Draft  s Cash  s Check  s Gift Cards s  Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful 
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission 

and great commandment of the Lord.

for Your Support!

Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving. 
All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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