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From the Editor
“The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the
firmament proclaims his handiwork... There is no speech,
nor are there words; their voice is not heard; yet their
voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to
the end of the world.” Ps. 19:1-4
One rainy morning as the dawn was breaking I peeked outside my
window before beginning my morning prayer. Almost immediately I found
myself singing Marty Haugen’s Canticle of the Sun. The refrain being catchy,
lifted my spirit and made me feel like dancing. Just like the pictures I have seen
of St. Francis playing the make-believe two-stick violin and dancing. Then I
read Psalm 19 and it filled me all the more with delight and has become one of
my favorite scriptures. Needless to say, that was a special prayer time.
St. Francis is an epitome of many virtues; more prominently, that of poverty
and joy. Though for a time, his sufferings from illness and the “evolution” of the
Franciscan order robbed him of his peace, nevertheless, he “reconnected with
the joy of the beginnings of his spiritual journey” before his death. (See The
Stigmata, p.4)
The article Participating in Jesus (p.7) reminds us that through baptism we
“are made sharers in a particular way in the kingly, prophetic, and priestly office
of Christ.” We, the people of God have our “own part to play in the Church and
in the world.” We best fulfill our role in the threefold office of Christ by loving
as He did.
Mother John Marie in her article Witness of Love
(p.10) said that by “allowing God’s grace to flow freely
through us we can bring forth abundant fruitfulness
in love,”
Let us follow the example of St. Francis
who conformed himself closely to Christ and
proclaimed the Gospel not by eloquent speech but
by the witness of his life. Just as the Psalmist says of
the heavens, [His] voice is not heard; yet [his] voice
goes out through all the earth.

Sr. Catherine Flores, DLJC
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A Note From

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Jesus loves you.
As we celebrate St. Francis this month, I remembered the first time I heard
of him. I was attending St. Patrick’s Catholic High School in Toronto Ontario,
Canada and during the religion class, I heard how he embraced the leper out
of love for Christ. In that class, a soft voice spoke to my heart and I knew that
I was called to be a Franciscan. Somewhere deep within me, I knew that I was
called like St. Francis to embrace “lepers” for love of Christ.
Back then, I thought that possibly I was called to serve in the medical
field and attend to the lepers. Then the Lord made it clear in my heart that the
“lepers” that I was called to embrace were the spiritually poor. This journey of
following St. Francis has been truly beyond my wildest imaginations. It has
led me to join the Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, a Franciscan Charismatic
Religious community dedicated to prayer, praise and evangelization.
This ministry to the spiritually poor has been an exciting journey. The
Sisters and I find opportunity to minister in many interesting places—airports,
grocery stores, car services, and even post offices. One of those encounters led
to meeting a young woman who is now one of our sisters! It is interesting what
happens when the Lord arrange special meetings in different places. Sisters
evangelize and pray for the people they encounter and the Lord heals and
touches the hearts of the people.
I would like to share with you a quote from In His Footprints by Mother
John Marie: “Rebuild my Church…is what He is saying to us today.”
Would you join me in embracing the “lepers” of today? Who is Christ
disguised in the “leper” for you today? Closely united to the Mother Church,
let us rebuild the Church.

LOVE
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The Stigmata

A

By Father George Corrigan, OFM

fter Francis’ withdrawal from active ministerial leadership
of the friars, he witnessed an inevitable evolution of the
religious order, which had grown to over 5,000 brothers
in 1223 from the humble beginnings in 1209 of Francis and four
companions. The evolution of the Order, necessary on a number
of levels, also began to change the life of the fraternity. Francis
worried that the Spirit of prayer was being compromised and that
the necessities of ministry were leading the brothers to increasing
ties to material possessions.
It is in this troubled context
that Francis and a few companions
withdrew into solitude in a
wilderness mountain area called
La Verna. Although the events that
would unfold on La Verna were
extraordinary, there does not seem to
be any premonition about such things,
rather, the withdrawal was simply part
of the pattern of Francis’ life. Francis
often took extended time in prayer
at the Carceri, a hermitage located
near Assisi on the slopes of Mount
Subasio. Francis wrote a document
referred to as the “Rule of Hermitage”
to teach the brothers how to enter
into solitude in a fraternal way. So,
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in August 1224, Francis, Brother Leo,
and several others set out for La Verna
to celebrate the Lent of St. Michael the
Archangel, a popular 40-day devotion
of prayer and fasting leading up to the
September 29th feast day.
It was during this time at La
Verna, while in prayer, that Francis
received in his body the stigmata, that
is, the five wounds of Christ: two on
his hands, two on his feet, and the
wound on his right side. The historical
records do not record the specific day
when the wounds were received. By
tradition, the Franciscans celebrate it
on September 14th, the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Holy Cross, but that

is a later tradition. We do not know
the exact date because Francis did not
mention it in his writings, he forbade
his companions from speaking of it,
and dressed so as to keep the marks
hidden from sight. The wounds
were only witnessed by those very
close to him, those who cared for
him in his illnesses over the last two
years of his life, and the leader of
the Order, Brother Elias. For a man
that was already being proclaimed a
living saint in his lifetime and who
actively ignored or suppressed such
talk, wanting to hide the marks
of Christ was a consistent
behavior.
At his death in
October 1226, in his
final moments, fulfilling the prayer of Job,
Francis requested that
he be laid naked upon
the ground in order to
leave the world as he had
come into the world. It was
then that the large number of
brothers gathered there, witnessed
the wounds. What was hidden was no
longer secret. The next day, Brother
Elias wrote an encyclical letter to the
whole Order announcing the passing
of Francis. In the letter he described
the stigmata and affirmed their miraculous nature without providing
any details of how they came to be
received by Francis. Elias is clear as
to the meaning of the stigmata: “Not
long before his death, our brother and
father appeared crucified, bearing in
his body the five wounds, which are
truly the marks of Christ. His hand
and feet had, as it were, the openings

of the nails and were pierced front
and back revealing the scars and
showing the nail’s blackness. His side,
moreover, seemed opened by a lance
often emitted blood.” (A Letter on the
Passing of St. Francis, §5)
It was in 1229, when Brother
Thomas of Celano was commissioned
to write the first Life of Francis, that a
detailed account is available. Thomas
is more precise than Elias as he places
the time “two years prior” to Francis’
death when Francis received a vision
of God. The vision is described as a
man with six wings – two gathered above the head, two extended out as in flight and
two covering the torso of
the body – who had the
appearance of a seraph.
The man is suspended
from a cross. Upon seeing
the vision, Francis fell to
the ground in great joy, but
he did not really understand
the meaning of the vision. It is
upon later reflection that the stigmata began to appear in his body.
Francis had begun his spiritual
journey in prayer before the crucifix
of San Damiano and had meditated
on the Passion of Christ since those
early days—even writing an Office of
prayer on the Passion. He often wept
while contemplating the suffering
and mystery of the crucifixion and
death of Jesus and that our Savior had
endured such things for the salvation
of the world. He had commented and
wondered how he could join his own
sufferings to those of Christ crucified.
For several years he had been
plagued with increasingly poor
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health, worries about the future of the
Order, and concerns that his evangelical vision would be lost. It was his own
personal passion. As André Vauche
notes, “It thus seems possible that he
might have understood, once confronted with the strange supernatural
apparition, that he could be united to
Christ Crucified…that his suffering
and disappointments had taken on a
[new] meaning.” In that new meaning
Francis found joy. In his remaining
time at La Verna, Francis wrote The
Praises of God on a parchment. On
the other side of the parchment he

(Continued from p. 9)
compassion, kindness, humility,
gentleness, and patience, bearing
with one another and forgiving
one another, if one has a grievance
against another; as the Lord has
forgiven you, so must you also
do. And over all these put on love,
that is, the bond of perfection.
And let the peace of Christ control
your hearts, the peace into which
you were also called in one body.
And be thankful. Let the word of

wrote down a passage from Numbers
6:24-26: “May the Lord bless you and
keep you. May He show His face to
you and be merciful to you. May he
turn His countenance to you and give
you peace.” The choice of that passage
evokes the image of Francis’ time of
doubt being transformed by his encounter with the Crucified Christ,
finding an inner peace once again.
Renewed, Francis’ last two years of
life he reconnected with the joy of the
beginnings of his spiritual journey.
Printed with permission
friarmusings.com
Posted on February 14, 2014

Christ dwell in you richly, as in all
wisdom you teach and admonish
one another, singing psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs with
gratitude in your hearts to God.
And whatever you do, in word or
in deed, do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks
to God the Father through him.”
(Col 3:12-17)
Printed with permission
The Now Word September 18, 2017
www.markmallett.com/blog

(Continued from p. 10)
and empowering us to minister His
love to that person.
This is the fruit of baptism in
the Holy Spirit. This, lest we forget, is
what Charismatic Renewal is meant
to the opening up deep within us of
the treasures of grace that flow continually from the great Vine to us His
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little branches, so that by allowing that
grace to flow freely through us we can
bring forth abundant fruitfulness in
love. This is what the Church is meant
to be, a body of tangible witness to the
life–changing power of God’s love.
Reprinted from Praise Him!
Vol XVI No. 2 February 1990

Participating in

Jesus

O

By Mark Mallet

nce one understands the Cross—that we are not mere
observers but active participants in the salvation of the
world—it changes everything. Because now, by uniting
the whole of your activity to Jesus, you yourself become a “living
sacrifice” who is “hidden” in Christ. You become a real instrument
of grace through the merits of Christ’s Cross and a participant in
His divine “office” through His Resurrection.

“For you have died, and your life
is hidden with Christ in God.” (Col
3:3) All this is another way of saying
that you are now a part of Christ, a
literal member of His mystical body
through Baptism, and not just a mere
“instrument” like a pipeline or tool.
Rather, dear Christian, this is what
happens when the priest anoints your
brow with the chrism oil: “…the faithful, who by Baptism are incorporated
into Christ and integrated into the
People of God, are made sharers in
their particular way in the priestly,
prophetic, and kingly office of Christ,
and have their own part to play in the
mission of the whole Christian people in the Church and in the World.”
(Catechism of the Catholic Church, n.
897)
THE KINGLY OFFICE
Through Baptism, God has

“nailed” your sin and old nature to
the wood of the Cross, and infused
you with the Holy Trinity, thus
inaugurating the resurrection of your
“true self.” “We who were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death… If, then, we have died
with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with him.” (Rom 6:3, 8) This
is all to say that Baptism makes you
capable of loving as God loves, and
living as He lives. But this demands
the ongoing renunciation of sin and
the “old self.” And that is how you
participate in the kingly office of
Jesus: by becoming, with the help of
the Holy Spirit, a “sovereign” over
your body and its passions.
“By virtue of their kingly mission,
lay people have the power to uproot
the rule of sin within themselves and
in the world, by their self-denial and
holiness of life… What, indeed, is as
www.dljc.org ◆ 7

royal for a soul as to govern the body
in obedience to God?” (CCC, n. 786)
This obedience to God means also
subjecting yourself, as Christ did, to
becoming the servant of others. ‘For
the Christian, “to reign is to serve
him.”‘ (CCC, n. 786)
THE PROPHETIC OFFICE
Through Baptism, you have been
drawn into, and so deeply identified
with Jesus, that what He did on earth
He intends to continue to do through
you—not as a mere passive conduit—
but truly as His body. Do you
understand this, dear friend? You are
His body. What Jesus does and wants
to do is through “His body”, just as
what you need to do today is done
through the activity of your mind,
mouth, and limbs. How Jesus works
through you and I will be different,
because there are many members in
the body. (cf. Rom 12:3-8) But what
is Christ’s is now yours; His power
and dominion is your “birthright”:
“Behold, I have given you the power
‘to tread upon serpents’ and scorpions
and upon the full force of the enemy
and nothing will harm you… Amen,
amen, I say
to you,
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whoever believes in me will do the
works that I do, and will do greater
ones than these, because I am going
to the Father…” (Lk 10:19; Jn 14:12)
Preeminent in the works of
Christ is His mission to proclaim
the Kingdom of God. (cf. Lk 4:18,
43; Mk 16:15 )And thus, “Lay people
also fulfill their prophetic mission
by evangelization, “that is, the
proclamation of Christ by word and
the testimony of life.” (CCC, n. 905)
So we are ambassadors for Christ, as
if God were appealing through us. (2
Cor 5:20)
PRIESTLY OFFICE
But even more profound than
this participation in the kingly and
prophetic ministry of Jesus is the
participation in His priestly office.
Because it was precisely in this office,
as both high priest and sacrifice,
that Jesus reconciled the world to
the Father. But now that you are a
member of His Body, you too share
in his royal priesthood and this work
of reconciliation; you too share in the
ability to fill up “what is lacking in
the afflictions of Christ.” (Col 1:24)
How?“ I urge you therefore, brothers,
by the mercies of God, to offer your
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God, your spiritual
worship.” (Rom 12:1)
Your every thought,
word, and deed, when united
to the Lord in love, can
become a means by which
the saving grace of the Cross
is drawn into your soul, and
upon others. “For all their
works, prayers, and apostolic

undertakings, family and married were, like the “bread and wine” are
life, daily work, relaxation of mind transformed into the Body and Blood of
and body, if they are accomplished in Christ. Suddenly, what from a human
the Spirit—indeed even the hardships standpoint seem like meaningless
of life if patiently born—all these acts or senseless sufferings become
become spiritual sacrifices acceptable ‘“a fragrant aroma,” an acceptable
to God through Jesus Christ. (CCC, n. sacrifice, pleasing to God.’ (Phil 4:18)
901)
For, when freely united to the Lord,
Here again, when we “offer up” Jesus Himself enters into our works
these works, prayers, and sufferings— such that “I live, no longer I, but
as did Jesus—they take on a Christ lives in me.” (Gal 2:20) What
redemptive power that flows directly effects the “transubstantiation” of our
from the rent heart
acts into something
of the Redeemer. “…
“holy and pleasing
the weaknesses of
to God” is love. “So
all human sufferings
be imitators of God,
are capable of being
as beloved children,
infused with the
and live in love, as
same
power
of
Christ loved us and
God manifested in
handed himself over
Christ’s Cross… so
for us as a sacrificial
that every form of
offering to God for
St. Augustine
suffering, given fresh
a fragrant aroma…
life by the power of
and, like living stones,
this Cross, should become no longer let yourselves be built into a spiritual
the weakness of man but the power house to be a holy priesthood to offer
of God.” (St. John Paul II, Salvifici spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
Doloros, n. 23, 26)
through Jesus Christ.” (Eph 5:1-2,1 Pt
For our part—in order for our 2:5)
spiritual priesthood to be effective—it
calls for the obedience of faith. Our
LOVE CONQUERS ALL
Lady is the model of the Church’s
Dear brothers and sisters, let me
spiritual priesthood, for she was the indeed reduce this teaching to one
first to offer herself as a living sacrifice word: love. It is that simple. “Love,
in order that Jesus may be given to the and do what you will,” Augustine once
world. No matter what we encounter said. (St Aurelius Augustine, Sermon
in life, good and bad, the prayer of the on 1 John 4:4-12; n. 8) That is because
priestly Christian should be the same: the one who loves as Christ loved us
“Behold, I am the handmaid of the will always be participating in His
Lord. May it be done to me according kingly, prophetic, and priestly office.
to your word.” (Lk 1:38)
“Put on then, as God’s chosen
In this way, the infusion of grace
ones, holy and beloved, heartfelt
in all our acts transforms them, as it
(Continued on page 6)

“Love,

and do what
you will...”
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The Witness of

Love

By Mother John Marie Stewart, DLJC

W

hen God Spoke His Eternal Word into time, the Word
was LOVE. From the Crib to the Cross, the human life
of the Incarnate Word revealed to us the fullness of
God’s love. His preaching, His teaching, His healing and deliverance ministries were miracles of love so powerful, it could even
raise the dead. He defined His mission as coming to “search out
and save what is lost.” (Lk 19:10) It was this compassion and love
that drew sinners to Him to find new life. And somehow, it was
life-giving love that His enemies found over-bearing, even hostile
to their ways. And He became a sign of contradiction.
The insatiable need for love is
satisfied only by God’s love. The lost
ones don’t know that, and they keep
searching, substituting the paltry
things of this world, which crumble
to nothing. How lonely is the heart
alienated from God. How deluded the
hedonist, who loves only himself.
But it is upon these hearts that
Jesus is knocking, seeking simply an
opening to bring the wholeness of His
love. “Here I stand, knocking at the
door. If anyone hears me calling and
opens the door, I will enter his house
and have supper with him, and he
with Me.” (Rev. 3:20)
When we consider that we are
the Body of Christ, Empowered by the
Holy Spirit to carry on the ministry of
God’s love, we know who should be

doing the tangible knocking on the
doors of the lost sheep. Jesus came
and taught us how. If we watch Him
carefully, it isn’t the power so much
as the direct “I-love-you” sign that
accompanied His witness. Surely people were amazed at His miracles, but
His holiness was revealed in His love,
which was revealed in His charismatic
ministry to their needs.
The Holy Spirt has given us the
gifts for powerful ministry, but it is
love that it our aim. (1 Cor. 14:1) Our
ministry to the other person is so precious to the Lord that He laid down
His life for them. Placing ourselves
under the obedience to the Lord’s
command to love as He loved, we find
holiness—His holiness-enveloping us
(Continued on page 6)
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Perpetual Profession of Vows
August 4, 2018
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At the service of the N

1

2
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6
9

5

July

1
2
3

1-12, Vita Consecrata Institue, Front Royal VA (First Session)
12-14, Ignite Your Torch, Louisville KY, Sister Ana Chiara
12-26, Vita Consecrata Institute (Second Session)

4

11, Two new Novices: Sisters Fatima & Maria Goretti
11, First Profession of Vows: Sister Grace Maria

5

August & September
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RIES & Events

he New Evangelization

3

4

8
10

6
7
8
9
10

22, New Novice (Mexico): Sister Gloria
21-25, Net Minstries, Camp Wapo WI, Sisters Christine Marie &
Michael Marie
25, Tri-State Fair Training, Sisters Mary Justin & Damiana
31- September 2, SCRC Charismatic Conference, Anaheim CA,
Sister Lucy (Conference Speaker)
Sisters Angela & Catherine (Vocations Booth)
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Sr.Elizabeth Ann
Mission Advancement
Director

Amarillo

1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525
dljcsisters@gmail.com

Sr. Cecilia

Mission Advancement
Assistant

Prayer Town

PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806) 534-2312
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Begging Box
Vegetables
Meat
Household Supplies
Catholic books
Lowe's Gift Cards
low mileage vehicles

Prefer
automatic
giving?
We can help you set it
up! Give us a call.

Dear Beloved Ones in Christ,
I recently was reading Into the
Deep by Dan Burke and was inspired
by this statement: “I discovered a
dictionary definition that resonated
with me - it revealed hope as a ‘joyful
anticipation of good.’”
Mother John Marie was a woman
of hope. She taught all of us, her
spiritual daughters, to joyfully
anticipate the goodness of the Lord.
You, our family and friends, give us
great cause to hope. We see the Lord’s
goodness through you and through the
wonderful ways you provide for us. We
make a wonderful team! You have our
prayers and support as you care so
lovingly for us. Thank you!
We have two special opportuniies
for you to help us at this time. The
first is for funds needed for the
continuing education of our Sisters.
As the Sisters grow in their knowledge
of theology, spirituality, leadership
and other areas, the ripple effect
takes place. It helps enhance the
ministry each Sister undertakes and
fans into flame their own spiritual
life.
The second opportunity is to help
re-roof St. Bonaventure formation
house. Fun! Exciting! (BIG SMILE)
It is much more than a roof. It is
the home of our precious school of
religious life.
Please pray and ask the Lord if He
is calling you to join us with these
projects.
May the Lord fill you with hope,

Online giving is even easier now at www.dljc.org “Donate”
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for Your Support!

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission
and great commandment of the Lord.

Monetary Gifts:

Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft s Cash s Check s Gift Cards s Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities:

By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this

league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
www.dljc.org ◆ 15

LOVE

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064
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www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2018
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts
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To keep our cost down
Moving
Receiving
duplicates
Wishing to
discontinue
Please let us know, so that we
may update our mailing list.

Thank you for your help!

