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From the Editor
“Well done good and faithful
servant; ...enter into the joy of
your master.” Mt. 25:23
Celebrating a Life Well Lived (pp. 10-11) is a tribute to Mother John
Marie Stewart, our Mother Foundress. On May 26, 2018 she entered her
eternal reward. Indeed, she was, as the scripture says, “a good and faithful
servant.”
Mother John Marie left a rich legacy to the Church. One of our dear
friends says, “DLJC [Community] will be a lasting legacy to her evangelical
outreach to the world for Christ.” We are grateful for her resounding “yes” to
God’s call to found a Franciscan charismatic religious community.
Mother John Marie exemplified the life of a disciple of the Lord Jesus
Christ. Her conformity to the will of God after her reconversion, even in
the face of challenges was a strong witness to us and all she came in contact
with. Led by the Holy Spirit, she was always quick to say, “Do whatever He
tells you.”
The inspiration for this newsletter—Praise Him! came to Mother John
Marie in the mid 1970’s. This ministry, of many, was always dear to her heart.
She was an editor and a writer. The Lord used her natural gifts by inspiring
her to use this medium as an effective evangelization tool. Mother took to
heart the Gospel message to, “go into the whole world to proclaim the good
news to all creation...” (Mk 6:15) This newsletter’s humble beginnings now
reaches thousands of people worldwide.
In this issue, we are reprinting one of her earlier articles that she had
written for “Praise Him!” called Restoring the Vision of Pentecost. (pp. 4-7) A
topic that Mother was most passionate about. Since receiving the baptism in
the Holy Spirit the longing for the fresh outpouring of the
Holy Spirit in our day and time was very much on her
heart.
Though we are sad and miss Mother John Marie
dearly, we are also glad that our Community has
another intercessor in heaven so we can carry on
the mission that was entrusted to her by the Lord.
We pray that her vision lives on and continues to
inspire us as Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC
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A Note From

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

Dear brothers and sisters,
Jesus loves you!
I want to share with you what I shared at Mother John Marie’s vigil
service.
I met Mother John Marie in 1991 as I was discerning religious life. She
was one of the keynote speakers for Niagara Falls Charismatic Conference
in Canada. She preached on the Power of the Cross and lifted high the
cross that she wore in her belt. I had the privilege of greeting her after the
conference. As I held Mother John Marie’s hand and we prayed together
the Our Father, the Lord spoke to my heart very clearly, that this was the
way of life that He was calling me to…“In this community, I will teach you
how to love.” Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ was the community that the
Lord had chosen for my path to the perfection of Charity. A quote from
our Community Vision statement says: “our vision begins at the foot of the
Cross, our most meaningful symbol of the self-sacrificial love of Jesus.”
I also had the beautiful privilege of being there on Mother John Marie’s
last day with the community and when she took her last breath. On her
last day, she had faithfully attended all the prayers, community meals, and
meetings. Later at the hospital, I was able to confidently tell Mother John
Marie, “You are a good and faithful religious and you have served and loved
the Lord well. You have my blessing and permission to go to the Lord.”
I pray for the Lord’s grace that the Sisters and I could imitate this
faithful and faith-filled Mother that the Lord has given us in Mother John
Marie, DLJC. Also, I pray for all who are gathered here that together we may
love the Lord generously and courageously as Mother John Marie has done.

(Excerpts from Mother Juana Teresa’s sharing at Mother John Marie’s vigil service.)

LOVE
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Restoring t

Pentecost V
By Mother

T

here is a vision to be fostered in our prayer groups and
in our personal witness. It is the vision of Pentecost, of a
great outpouring of God’s grace sovereignly given for the
strengthening of the Body of Christ and for the building up of its
witness to the ends of the earth. Never before in the history of man
have so many millions of people received the baptism in the Holy
Spirit and the strong anointing for witness such as we have seen
in the last half of the 20th Century. There is little doubt that we
have been called to evangelize the entire world within the next
decade. And we have the means to do it—anointed people, money,
transportation, communication. We have to but seek God’s will
and guidance as to what He is calling each of us specifically to do.
He will be there to empower us.

The call to evangelize is not
new. The Risen Lord called us all to
do that 2000 years ago! The fact that
one-third of the world is Christian
is really amazing, considering how
it all started—and considering the
opposition from flesh and Satan, and
our God-given freedom of choice.
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Ponder the nature of the message
burning in the hearts of the early
Christians: a man named Jesus, the
Divine Son of God, who did miracles
and taught wisdom and who died
on the Cross for our salvation, rose
again as Lord, and sent the Holy Spirit
to sanctify and equip us as adopted

he

Vision
John Marie Marie Stewart DLJC

sons of God—this to pagans and
worshippers of false gods. Is it not a
miracle of grace from God that down
to this generation and place and time
this message has been received and
believed and countless millions of
lives have been transformed! And the
message continues to be transmitted
from generation to generation.
What a glorious testimony to the
faithfulness of the Holy Spirit—the
Great Evangelizer, who uses every
means possible to witness to the
reality of God.
Commitment to the Vision
Our role in the transmission of
the Gospel is not an obscure thing.
There is nothing transitory about it.
It is and has been the primary work
of our Pentecost-born Church, and
we are the Church. What is usually
missing is our failure as witnesses
is commitment. We have not really

accepted the call of the Lord to be His
witnesses.
Lack of commitment can result
from several causes: boredom,
selfishness, feelings of inadequacy,
hostility,
busyness,
ignorance,
indifference, spiritual debility of
some kind. But perhaps the primary
cause is lack of vision and conviction
that would lead us into commitment.
Once we have received the
baptism in the Holy Spirit and the
initial enthusiasm begins to wane,
we should by then be in the process
of moving deeply into a mature
responsible role as a disciple of the
Lord Jesus Christ.
The “boot camp” training of a
disciple in the prayer group has as
its chief purpose our preparation as
witnesses.
1) We have been learning to praise
the Lord and to pray.
2) We have been sharpening our
knowledge of the Word of God.
3) We have received gifts that
equip us to witness to the intimacy
and power of God in our lives.
4) We have been knit together
in love and holiness, able to
give one another support and
encouragement in the midst of the
battle.
5)We have put on the armor of God
(Eph 6) to enable us to overcome
the enemies of the Gospel of Life.
6) We have opened our minds and
hearts to the Redeemer, and in
doing so have come to share the
compassion of a merciful God for
His lost and sinful people—our
brothers and sisters.
7) We have been impelled by
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fellowship and witness is a daily, ongoing order that gives purpose to our
lives and bears fruit in abundance for
the upbuilding of the Church.
Whatever
encumbers
or
discredits our witness as holy
Christians, as holy families, must be
put aside. Whatever seems to bring
dishonor to God must be put aside,
including a great many “socially
acceptable “norms. God’s army is
lean and strong and self-disciplined
through the Spirit’s gift of fortitude,
and holy through His gifts of piety,
wisdom, understanding, counsel,
fear of the Lord (Is 11).
the Holy Spirit to reach out in a
thousand different ways to draw
lost sons of God—our brothers
and sisters—back to a loving
Father and His Church-Fold.
Trained Disciples
We are trained disciples,
busy about the affairs of the Lord’s
Kingdom—going where He sends us,
doing what He bids us, accountable
to Him. Some of us are messengers,
some do direct combat in prayer,
some guard the camp, others advance
against the forces of atheism and
sin through preaching and wise
argumentation; all of us witness by
our lives, wherever we go, whatever
we do.
As confirmed soldiers of the
Kingdom of Christ, we carry His
standard into the world in direct
confrontation with the kimgdom of
Satan. Our discipline of prayer and
praise, sacraments and scripture,
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Deserters
Those who desert the cause
of the Lord by going their own way
or who simply back-slide through
neglect or lukewarmness, need to
be re-evangelized with love and
compassion, lest we break the bruised
reed. We should never be discouraged.
They need to be challenged with a
deeper understanding of what God
has called them to in the prayer group
and beyond the prayer group. The
vision renewed within the prayer
group is the vision renewed within
the Church like leaven.
Listen to Your Prophets
Often the vision is revealed
to those who see best by prayer.
Restoring the primacy of prayer
within the prayer group restores the
opportunity to hear more clearly
from God through His prophets.
Thus light can be given as to how to
proceed. We can expect miracles and
signs but must discern them carefully

and seek them not. Rather we seek
God in His holiness, ourselves empty
of self, our discernment girded with
Biblical wisdom, the experience of the
centuries and the mind of the Church.
The Lord Jesus Christ is our
focus. He is the Commander-in-Chief
of our prayer group troops. We are to
keep Him informed of our needs so
that we lack nothing for our journey
(Mk 9:8). If His battle-plan bores
us, then there is nothing that could
excite us! We are involved in a serious
confrontation with every kind of
diabolical deception imaginable, and
our job is to bear believable witness to
the truth (Jn 18:37).
Precious Seed
We are sowers of the seed of the
Gospel. The precious seed entrusted
to us for sowing is the Word of God
(LK 8:11), the testimony of those
who proclaimed to us what they had
heard, seen with their eyes, looked
upon, touched with their hands (1 Jn
1:1). Through the working of the Holy
Spirit we too have experienced the
life-changing presence of the Word
made Flesh, who dwelt among us—
eternal life made visible to us through
the testimony of the Word of God.

We can sow the seed with full
confidence that the Lord Himself
will nurture it growth, insofar as the
person being evangelized is open to
it. If they are not open, the seed will
not grow. If they are open and remain
faithful, the fruit will be abundant!
The exciting thing about
evangelization is that you are playing
a prophetic role in the lives of all you
touch—bringing them life rather than
death, light instead of darkness, love
instead of the suffering of alienation.
Spirit-filled Christians are the
bearers of the seeds of Good News.
We are His disciples, carrying His
ministry—at the office, next door, in
the store, the post office, the filling
station—wherever we meet brothers
and sisters who need to meet the
Lord. The New Pentecost has begun
well among us. Though the reapers
be few, numbers are less important
than commitment. Even a committed
remnant among us could, with the
power of the Holy Spirit, make this
last decade of the millennium the
greatest harvest time in history.
Repinted from Praise Him
Vol.XIII No.1 January 1987
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“In 1965, during my studies at Columbia
n
Fou

University for a Ph. D. in Medieval Englis
Literature, I underwent a profound
reconversion experience. This happened
after 15 years of spiritual darkness.”
Evangelism
1969 after receiving the baptism
in the Holy Spirit, Mother John
Evangelizing
Marie “had an
overwhelming
desire to stand on the
street corners of New
York and preach
the gospel.”
This led her
to Teen
Challenge
coffeehouse
where they invited the
“hippies and dopers” to the
“The Cros
coffeehouse “to ‘rap’ about the
Lord over free coffee and cookies.”
symbol, u
Foundation
LOVE
“During 1969 the Lord gradually
began to show me what a Prayer
The Holy Rule
Town would be like, and the call
January 22, 1972,
to begin to build a new religious
community became increasingly clear.” at the Poor Clare
Memphis, Tennes
Ecumenism
what we call the H
Ecumenism
1970 Mother John Marie served as
Disciples of the L
one of the elders in “Jesus People
now called our Fo
Army,” a nondenominational work
that brought the Gospel message to the
many lost sheep hippies through street
evangelization.
The Poor Clare Monastery
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Making History
sh April 7, 1991 Formal erection
“...[T]he first explicitly charismatic
religious community to be accepted
by the Church.” (Bishop Matthiesen’s
Homily)
March 4, 1991 Mother John Marie received
the joyful news of our
acceptance as Diocesan
Religious Institue.
Building
End of 1983 Mother John Marie
drew a floor plan for an
additional housing for our
growing Community.
“Our system of
building was a simple
one. I had a carpentry
textbook that told me how
to [build] ...”
ss is your
Foreign Missions
under it
Many doors for foreign
E . . .”
missions opened up for Mother
John Marie. “We have worked in...
Mexico, Japan, and to some extent
in Poland, East and West Germany,
, while on retreat
Russia, and India.”
Monastery in
ssee Mother John Marie received
Holy Rule then and our name
Lord Jesus Christ. The Holy Rule is
ounding Document.

Mexico

April 7, 1991

March 4, 1991

International Charismatic
Conference in Rome with the
Japanese delegation

The carpentry book

Building
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On the Life of the
Missionary Disciple

I

n [the] Gospel (Cf. Mt 10:26-33), the Lord Jesus, after calling
and sending His disciples on mission, He instructed and
prepared them to face the trials and persecutions they would
encounter. To go on mission is not to engage in tourism, and Jesus
admonishes His disciples: “You will encounter persecutions.”

The disciple
Thus He
“The disciple is called to
is
called
to conexhorts them:
conform himself to
form himself to
“Have no fear
Christ’s own life,
Christ’s own life,
of them; for
Who was persecuted by men,
who was persenothing is covknew
rejection,
abandonment
cuted by men,
ered that will
and death on the Cross.”
knew rejection,
not be revealed
abandonment
[. . .] What I
tell you in the dark, utter in the light and death on the cross. Christian mis[. . .] And do not fear those who kill sion dominated by tranquility does to
the body but cannot kill the soul” (vv. exist. Difficulties and tribulations are
26-28). They can only kill the body, part of the work of evangelization,
but they do not have power to kill and we are called to find in them the
the soul: have no fear of them. Jesus’ occasion to verify the authenticity of
sending the disciples on mission does our faith and of our relationship with
not guarantee them success, as it does Jesus. We must regard these difficulnot shelter them from failures and ties as the possibility to be even more
sufferings. They must take into ac- missionaries and to grow in that trust
count be it the possibility of rejection of God, our Father, who does not
be it that of persecution. This is some- abandon His children in the hour of
the storm. In the difficulties of Chriswhat frightening, but it is the truth.
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tian witness in the world, we are never forgotten, but always helped by the
Father’s loving concern. Therefore, in
today’s Gospel, for a good three times
Jesus reassures the disciples saying:
“Have no fear!”
In our days also, brothers and
sisters, persecution against Christians
is present. We pray for our brothers
and sisters who are persecuted and
we praise God because, despite this,
they continue to witness their faith
with courage and fidelity. May their
example help us to not hesitate in
taking a position in favor of Christ,
witnessing
Him
courageously
in everyday situations, even in
apparently tranquil contexts. In
fact, a form of test could also be the
absence of hostilities and tribulations.
In addition to being “sheep in the
midst of wolves,” in our time also the
Lord sends us as watchmen in the
midst of people who do not want to
be awakened from worldly torpor,
who ignore the words of Truth of
the Gospel, constructing their own
ephemeral truths. And if we move
and live in these contexts and
say the Words of the Gospel,
this annoys and we will
not be looked at well.
However, in
all of this the Lord
continues to say
to us, as He said

to the disciples of His time: “Have
no fear!” Let us not forget this word:
When we have some tribulation, some
persecution, something that makes us
suffer, we must always listen to Jesus’
voice in our heart: “Have no fear!
Have no fear; go on! I am with you!”
Have no fear of one who derides you
and mistreats you; and have no fear
of one who ignores or honors you
“before” others but “behind” you
combats the Gospel. There are so
many that smile before us but behind
us they combat the Gospel. We all
know them. Jesus does not leave us
alone: each one is precious for Jesus,
and He accompanies us.
May the Virgin Mary, model of
humble and courageous adherence
to the Word of God, help us to
understand that, in witnessing the
faith, successes do not count but
fidelity, fidelity to Christ, recognizing
in any circumstances, even the most
problematic, the inestimable gift of
being His missionary disciples.
Angelus Address
JUNE 25, 2017ZENIT
STAFFANGELUS/
REGINA CAELI
[Translation by
Virginia M.
Forrester]
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dljc MINISTR
At the service of the
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May

11-13, Pre-Confirmation Retreat, St. Anne’s, Santa Fe, NM, Sisters
Mary Thomas and Ana Chiara
11-13, Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Peralta, NM, Sisters Mary Justin
and Michael Marie

June

1-3, Retreat for Deacon Candidates and their Wives, Amarillo, TX
Sisters Joan, Angela and Gabriel Mary
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RIES & Events
New Evangelization

3

6
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11-14, Catholic Youth Summer Camp, Centerburg, Ohio, Sisters
Mariana and Anna Sophia
18 - 21, Extreme Faith Camp, Big Sandy Lake, McGregor, MN
22-24, Steubenville Lone Star, Dallas, TX, Sisters Gabriel Mary and
Raphaelle Marie
22-24, Steubenville Rockies, Denver, CO, Sr. Mary Thomas and
Postulant Zayra
24-26, Parish Mission, Denton, TX, Sisters Joan and Angela
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Dear Disciples of Christ,

“I always thank my God as I remember
you in my prayers.” (Heb. 1:4) I thank
the Lord in a special way because
Sr.Elizabeth Ann of the countless ways you, our DLJC
Mission Advancement
family & friends, bless us with your
Director
prayers, time and donations. You have
Amarillo
continually provided for our immediate
1828 Mustang St.
needs.
Amarillo, TX 79102
I would like to invite you also
(806) 679-4525
dljcsisters@gmail.com to
take part in a special giving
opportunity:our future. Such donations
are a legacy which provide for our
long-term financial stability.
There are two opportunities in which
your giving can be a part of our future:
Sr. Cecilia

Mission Advancement
Assistant

Prayer Town

PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
(806) 534-2312
sistersdljc@gmail.com

Begging Box
Vegetables
Meat
Household Supplies
Round Tables
Lowe's Gift Cards
low mileage vehicles

Prefer
automatic
giving?

1. Disciples Endowment Fund - you can
contribute to this fund at any time
which accrues interest thus multiplying
your gift.
2. Disciples League for Evangeliztion
- anyone who leaves us in their will
is enrolled in this special league.
This privilege includes a monthly mass
said for your intentions, a spiritual
direction session by a Sister each year
and continued prayers.
As with all gifts to our Community,
these include tax benefits.
If you have any questions regarding
either of these opportunities, please
feel free to contact Sister Cecilia or
myself.
May the Lord smile upon you,

We can help you set it
up! Give us a call.

Online giving is even easier now at www.dljc.org “Donate”
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Thank You

for Your Support!

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission
and great commandment of the Lord.

Monetary Gifts:

Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft s Cash s Check s Gift Cards s Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities:

By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this

league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
www.dljc.org ◆ 15

LOVE

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

P.O. BOX 64
PRAYER TOWN, TEXAS 79010-0064

DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

www.dljc.org

For donations you may use the 2018
calendar envelopes we sent to you or
visit our website for on-line gifts
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Moving
Receiving
duplicates
Wishing to
discontinue
Please let us know, so that we
may update our mailing list.

To keep our cost down

Thank you for your help!

