Disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ Publication

PRAISE HIM!

Volume XLV No. 3
May/June 2018

Connecting the Past with the Present
Strengthened by Praise by Tammy Stevens
How to Love God With Your Whole Heart
of Flesh by Fr. Hugh Barbour, O.Praem.

From the Editor
“…You shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is to
you and to your children and to all that are far off, every one whom the
Lord our God calls to Him.” (Acts 2:38-39)
The promise of the Holy Spirit is for every one whom God calls to
Him. First, for ourselves, then to our families and to those whose hearts
and lives are “far off ” from the Lord.
Reading the Pentecost account in Chapter 2 of the Book of Acts gives
me a sense of excitement for a new Pentecost. The phrase, “to all who are
far off ” in verse 39 struck a chord within me. The first thing that came to
mind was my family, maybe, because they are literally “far off ” residing in
another country. However, as I continued to ponder the scripture, a desire
to pray for a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit in their lives welled up in
my heart. Even though my family are practicing their faith seriously and
some are deeply involved in the Church, nevertheless, the Lord wants them
to rediscover the gift of the Holy Spirit “as a living reality in their daily
lives” just as I have.
The experience of Pentecost is not just for the apostles in the New
Testament but is for all ages and times. It is not just a thing of the past but
is meant to be lived out and renewed daily.
In prayer, the Lord also put on my heart to pray particularly for all
those who have distanced themselves from Him. Those who are lukewarm
in their faith. That they will “stir into flame the gift of God” they received
through the sacraments of Baptism and Confirmation. (see 2 Tim 1:6)
I enjoin you brothers and sisters in Christ to pray with me for those
who are spiritually “far off.” Let us reach out to them by witnessing “the
love of God [that] has been poured out into our hearts.” (Rom
5:5) The Lord Jesus wants us to be conduits of His love and
grace to others and to the world so that all may come to know
Him in a personal way through the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit in their lives. Let us also pray that the desire of His
Sacred Heart for the whole earth to be set ablaze with the
fire of the Holy Spirit will come to pass until the end of time.
(see Lk 12:49)
				

Sister Catherine Flores, DLJC

Come Holy Spirit and renew your gifts in our lives!
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A Note From

Mother Juana Teresa Chung, DLJC
Superior General

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Jesus loves you!
The Sisters at Prayer Town, have been watching a series of teachings by
Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, “The Wild Goose is Loose.”
One of the segments was especially moving. Fr. Pivonka explains the
role of the Holy Spirit in the life of Mary. And how it was the Holy Spirit who
made it possible for her to stand beneath the Cross.
I am conscious that I cannot carry my Cross nor stand under the Cross of
my life on my own strength. I have tried it and have utterly failed. But what a
great gift of Hope we have been given! The Holy Spirit, the Love of God who
has been poured upon us, makes it possible!
When I am confronted with difficulties in my life such as sickness, losses,
pains, disappointments, and also when I accompany many souls who carry
their heavy crosses, I am tempted to analyze with my poor knowledge and
to resort to my own strength to take the Cross away. As you can imagine, this
leads to more disappointments and failures.
Only in Christ is the Resurrection. Only in Him is our Redemption.
Only in Christ, we can claim victory over sin and death. We can learn this
lesson from an example in the life of Mother Mary. She was overshadowed
by the Holy Spirit, and in the Power of the Holy Spirit she was able to stand
under the Cross.
Mary, our Mother, teach us to receive more of the Holy Spirit so that
we can carry and stand under the Cross and experience the Resurrection,
Redemption and Victory.
Come Holy Spirit with your Power!

LOVE
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Connecting the Past
With the Present

F

rom the very beginning the Holy Spirit has been present to
us here on earth, the Holy Spirit wasn’t completely revealed
until after Jesus’ Resurrection. However, as we read Genesis,
the “Ruah” also known as the Breath of God, was moving over the
face of the waters as the key of love unlocked the Father’s spilling
forth all of creation.
The Holy Spirit is that key and
that same key to the spiritual life, the
love of God, poured into our hearts.
It is the Holy Spirit that brings about
a transformation so great that the
breathless body of Adam comes to life
from the clay and the powerful Breath
of Christ is sacrificed on the cross
for our sins. And even more powerful is the Breath of God returned
to Christ’s lifeless body in the tomb.
Throughout the Old Testament we
hear of how prophets and kings were
anointed with the Holy Spirit. God
worked powerfully through them and
then Jesus, that anointed One of God
who was revealed to us. Like all these
anointed, once the Holy Spirit moves,
new beginnings in life occurs.
Even today, we all have a very
powerful beginning, the moment the
first encounter with the Holy Spirit,
where our lives were transformed and
made new. We were forever changed,
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the gift of the Holy Spirit was given
and our hearts responded. Not only
do we have a personal beginning and
a personal Pentecost, our Church also
has a point when the Holy Spirit was
outpoured and the Charismatic Renewal began.
…..
John the Baptist told the crowd
that, “He will baptize you in the Holy
Spirit and in fire.” (Lk. 3:16) I was
once told that Luke’s primary inspired mission was to write the Acts
of the Apostles before he was inspired
to write the Gospel so we could see
that the early church believed in the
gift that was promised would and
did come to pass! The community
prayed and continued to pray for the
outpouring of God, the Holy Spirit.
Clearly the Church history has experienced the Holy Spirit which did not
die with the Apostles (a theory some
call cessation), but that it continued

in strength for centuries in the general church through baptism, confirmation, ordination and the rest of the
sacraments through this present day.
This experience has been part of our
faith and traditions in various groups
and communities throughout the history of the Church. Not confined only
to the Catholic Church but through
our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Charismatic Renewal is only one of
the latest of these expressions baptism
in the Spirit and charismatic gifts. It is
meant for all
followers, laity and clergy alike since
we are all
His Children
through the
baptismal
waters.
The renewal of this
experience of “baptism in the Spirit”
was renewed or “re-anointed” in the
Catholic Church in February of 1967
when a group of students on retreat
[from]Duquesne University began
praying for a fresh outpouring of Pentecost. David Mangan, … who was in
that upper room, said it was a handful
of retreat attendees that weekend who
experienced the “baptism of the Holy
Spirit.” Many of them had profound
“baptism in the Spirit” experiences
and they shared these experiences
with others in prayer. They had a renewed commitment of prayer, a renewed personal relationship to Jesus,
and a yearning for more knowledge in
their Catholic faith. They followed the
Gospel call for all believers to bring

the message of Jesus to others and to
use the gifts and charisms of the Holy
Spirit to bring the mission of Jesus
and the Church to everyone who will
listen. There followed a FIRE STORM
MOVEMENT so profound that it led
to connections across denominations
and dioceses to join in the Renewal in
the Spirit. This renewal of “baptism
in the Spirit” has “set on fire” millions
of Catholic charismatics in the U.S.
more worldwide. What an outpouring
of the Spirit in 50 years! Many Catholics having experienced this
“baptism in the
Holy Spirit” –
this renewal of
the sacraments
of Baptism and
Confirmation
– and have become more involved in their
local parishes, community outreaches,
teen ministry and missionary work.
Pope [Saint] John Paul II called
the renewal a “gift of the Holy Spirit
to the Church” (March 14, 1992.)
And on the eve of Pentecost 2004 he
stated, “Thanks to the Charismatic
Movement, a multitude of men and
women, young people and adults,
have rediscovered Pentecost as a living
reality in their daily lives. I hope that
the spirituality of Pentecost will spread
in the Church as a renewed incentive
to prayer, holiness, communion and
proclamation.”
Printed with permission from
CCRO, Archdiocese of St. Paul and
Minneapolis, September 2016 Issue
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Strengthened
by Praise
By Tammy Stevens

A

t a morning Mass with school children that I once attended,
the priest began the Eucharistic Prayer as usual. When the
priest said to us” “let us give thanks to the Lord our God.”
We responded: “It is right to give Him thanks and praise.” But
then he asked, “Why?” and proceeded to have the children answer
why it is right to give God thanks and praise. I am reminded every
time I hear and respond during this part of the Mass. It was and
continues to be an opportunity to ask myself, “Why is it right to
give God thanks and praise?”
We often hear the words
“thanks” and “praise” expressed
together. However the Catechism
of the Catholic Church makes a
distinction between them. The
Catechism
mentions
different
types of prayer: prayers of petition
(lifting our needs to God), prayers
of intercession on behalf of others,
and prayers of thanksgiving which
recognize what God has done for us.
It also mentions the prayer of praise.
In paragraph 2693 it is described as,
“the form of prayer which recognizes
most immediately that God is God. It
lauds God for His own sake and gives
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Him glory, quite beyond what He
does, but simply because HE IS.” The
Catechism continues to explain that
“praise embraces the other forms of
prayer and carries them toward Him
who is it’s source and goal,” our Lord
and our God.
What does this praise look like?
In the Catholic Charismatic Renewal
we are familiar with joyful expressions
of praise in our prayer meetings and
events. In fact, St. Thomas Aquinas,
in answer to a question of how God
should be praised, exhorts, “we need
to praise God with our lips, not indeed
for His sake, but for our own sake;

since by praising Him our devotion
is aroused towards Him.” Our vocal
praise will incite others to praise
Him as well. Sometimes we need to
speak out loud so that our mind can
hear what our hearts are thinking.
Speaking our praise makes it real and
encourages those around us to join in
praise of the Lord.
Is praise simply a matter of
saying “Praise God, Praise God?”
Yes and no. This can be the beginning
but it must not be the end. Our call is
not just to say words; but for praise
to take such root in our hearts that we
live lives filled with praise. In order
to do this, however, we must begin
by building a vocabulary of praise.
Who is God? What are His attributes?
What does this mean in my life?
These are questions that are answered
through finding the words to praise
God, and as we praise Him
we will discover things
about ourselves.
A
Contemporary
praise song written by David
Crowder, states the God
is glorious and continues
saying,
“You
made
everything glorious and I
am yours. What does that
make me?” In recognizing
God as glorious we can see
the truth that He has made
us glorious! As I praise
Jesus as King of kings, I
have the opportunity to
ponder the responsibility of
the King. If He is the King,
then I am His subject and
He has a responsibility to
care for me, protect me and

provide for me as much as I have a
responsibility of stewardship to Him.
In all of the earthly titles,
descriptions and names for God
that we might assign, we have to
remember that our Lord is the perfect
expression of these, not tainted by the
world. This is especially evident, for
instance, when I praise God as Father.
It is then that I can see myself not
only as His creation, but truly as His
daughter who is loved with a perfect
love. He loves me as His child, not
because of what I have done or not
done, but simply because I am (just
as I praise Him simply because He
is). As someone who had a very
dysfunctional earthly father, the
Fatherhood of God has been a great
source of healing in my life. As we
begin to see who God is and who we
are in Him, we are called again to

“...we need to praise
God with our lips,
not indeed for His
sake, but for our
own sake; since by
praising Him our
devotion is aroused
towards Him.”
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respond to Him through praise in our
lives.
One effect is that we grow in faith.
St. Ephrem the Syrian, a 4th century
deacon and Doctor of the Church,
wrote that faith is strengthened by
praise. He uses an illustration that a
chick unable to break out of its shell
is like faith without the expression
of praise. Just as the process of
breaking out of its shell strengthens
the chick so that it might survive the
outside world, so praise strengthens
faith in order to prepare us for the
day when we shall praise the Lord
for all eternity. St. Ephrem contends
that it is praise which actually causes
spiritual growth: “I stood in fear,
having become aware of You; I grew
because I magnified You. Whereas
You do not thereby grow, the person
who increases
praise
of
Yo u r
Majesty
grows in
you
a

great deal.”
When we praise God it takes our
eyes off of ourselves and allows God
to refocus our attention. Recently I
was traveling through an airport with
horrendous lines. The people around
me were complaining and impatient
and I began to find myself falling
into this as well. I was coming from
a conference where I learned a new
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praise song (in Swahili). As this song
of praise welled up in my heart and I
sang it under my breath, I experienced
a peace in the midst of the Chaos. My
heart also began to change toward
those around me. God had taken my
eyes off myself and allowed me to see
them in a new way. As I praised God in
my heart, my prayer also became one
of intercession for those struggling.
Through praise our Lord had given
me new eyes and also a mission—to
pray for those around me rather than
focusing on my discomfort. This
would not have happened had I not
surrendered and chosen to praise God
in that situation.
Another praise song says, “Every
blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to
praise. When the darkness closes in,
Lord, stillI will say “Blessed be the
name of the Lord.” This is a call to
praise God in all situations, especially
those which are most difficult. It
allows Him to work in us and
through us because we have
put the focus
back on Him.
I once
heard that
the job of
the Cherubim
is to praise,
before
the
standing
throne of God. While the job of the
Seraphim is to gaze. As we praise,
whether in our personal prayer time
or in our communal prayer, we are
joining with the heavenly choirs who
are standing before the throne of God.
This praising will lead us to gaze
upon the face of Christ. According to
Fr. Paul Hinnebusch, our vocal praise

can lead to a “silent adoration of the
Lord” which in itself “can be a high
form of praise.” He continues that
such “interior praise is the fruit of
vocal praise.” When we participate
in this life of praise daily, it will
enhance our prayer and praise at our
prayer meeting, at Mass and at
other occasions of prayer with
the community. We will be more
ready to enter into worship of
our Lord. Our vocal praise will
draw us into a deeper hunger and
thirst in our relationship with
God. Through this praise our
hearts will be ready for more of
the Lord.
So, how do we grow in our
praise of God? A friend of mine
shared that during her prayer time she
went through the alphabet assigning
an attribute or title of God for each
letter (e.g., Awesome, Beautiful,
Comforter…) and then chose one
per day as the focus of her prayer
throughout the day. Her prayer was,
“Lord, You are Awesome. Reveal to
me this day how you are Awesome.”
At the end of the day she reflected
on what the Lord showed her and
turned that praise into a prayer of
thanksgiving.
The psalms are filled with praise
of God. Choose one line and let
that be your prayer for the day. The
prayers of the Church are also full
of prayers of praise. The Gloria is an
amazing prayer when you ponder it
line by line.
Another option is to take your
favorite praise songs and allow them
to be your prayer. Many of these
songs are based in scripture or the

fruit of someone’s prayer time. The
song, “Better is One Day” is based
on Psalm 84:2,3,5,11. Sing the song,
but then allow yourself to go beyond
singing and make it your prayer,
perhaps focusing on one line of the
song. Make the psalms, prayers and
songs your own as you seek the Lord.
Praise is not just for the prayer
meeting or the conference or other
event. Praise is something that we
exercise in our daily prayer time and
truly can enter into in every moment
of our day. “Rejoice always. Pray
without ceasing.” (1 Thes. 5:16-17)
By meditating on who God is, by
praising Him in every moment, we
can answer this call to pray without
ceasing. We allow our Lord to enter
into every aspect of our life and by
doing this allow Him to transform us
and the world around us.
Printed with permission from
Gleanings October 2010 Volume XXXVI
Number 9. www.wwcr.org
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How to Love God
With Your Whole
Heart of Flesh
By Fr. Hugh Barbour, O. Praem.

W

hen Jesus answers the Pharisee who asked him which
commandment is the greatest, Our Lord tells us to love
God with “all our heart.”(Mt. 22:37) Does he mean this
literally? After all, the heart is a physical organ. Does he mean that
we are to love Him with our bodies, or is the word heart merely a
symbol of our spiritual soul and its attachment to God?
Some Scripture scholars insist
that Our Lord is simply saying the
same thing in three different ways:
that to love God with our heart, soul,
and mind means the same thing in
each case.
That’s true if what they mean is
that loving God with the whole of any
part of our being means loving Him
with the whole of every other part,
but it is not true if what they mean
is that there is no difference among
heart and soul and mind. There is,
and it is a very great and instructive
and ultimately consoling difference.
Let’s give attention to the first of these:
the heart.
For St. Thomas Aquinas, loving
God with our heart is not a purely spiritual matter; it means that our
10 ◆ Praise Him! May/June 2018

love for Him is felt in our very flesh.
To love out of passion, or emotion,
means that the love is, so to speak,
instinctive and direct: like the love of
a man for his own bodily life, or for
his spouse and their life together and
bodily union that begets new life, or
for the presence of a friend who consoles him in solitude and works with
him. Our love of God is meant also to
be of this kind, not purely spiritual,
but physical and instinctive.
And yet we all know that physical and instinctive desires are also
ones that often lead us astray into
sinful or self-deceiving behavior. So
often those physical needs make us
forgetful of God, neglectful of prayer,
and even lead us to sin. So how can
those same powers of our bodily ex-

perience be a way to love God “with God, they are also the way in which
all our Heart” bodily, when they seem the body asserts its own right to love
and know God on its own level.
to draw us away from Him?
This is a very powerful thing. It
“The love of the heart is one
thing, the love of the soul another,” St. destroys the remnants of sin in us, inJohn Chrysostom says. “The love of creases humility of heart, and draws
the heart is in some sense carnal, that us closer to the loving heart of Jesus.
Yes! Here is the real proof that
we should love God even carnally,
which we cannot do unless we draw our love for God is also meant to be
apart from the love of worldly things. physical: The Sacred Heart of the Son
Therefore the love of the heart is felt of God. There is no doubt that in the
in the heart, the love of the soul, is not Church’s Magisterium it is the physifelt but understood, since it consists cal, corporeal heart of God’s Son that
is the object of adoration, not just as
in the judgement of the soul.”
So, there is a catch: to love God a symbol but also as the very organ of
in a “carnal” or bodily way means to his natural love for us.
By showing us his heart, wound“draw apart from the love of worldly
ed
by
the sins of each of us, he shows
things” on the level of the body. This is
not simply in order to leave the body us that the words of Aquinas apply to
behind but rather to give the body a him first of all, namely, “He does not
new and deeper way of
loving than by food or
sex or company. Yes,
...the love of the heart is felt in the
this means some fasting, or a little lack of
heart, the love of the soul,
sleep in order to pray,
is not felt but understood,
or abstaining from relations with a spouse.
This is not just so that
our soul can do its spiritual work but even know how to live without the
also that our body can worship and thing he loves.” That is, he lives for
love of us, and his physical and now
love God in its own way.
Recently I had the grace of mak- glorious heart burns with love for the
ing the pilgrimage to Loch Derg in Father and for us, and so for our sake
Donegal, Ireland. On the island called fulfills the commandment of love.
What more do we need to give
“St. Patrick’s Purgatory” thousands of
Catholics (and some non-Catholics) him our poor hearts? Let us go to him
make the penitential pilgrimage con- in our very bodies, with confidence.
sisting of grueling lack of sleep, bare He awaits the banquet, the bridal
feet on sharp stones, constant vocal chamber, the company of our love!
prayer, and rigorous fasting. Self-conPrinted with permission from
trol and bodily penance are not only
Catholic Answers Magazine
ways to free the soul to know and love
October 27, 2017, www.Catholic.com
www.dljc.org ◆ 11

DLJC

MINISTRIES
1

2

4
3

5

6

March

1 24 Life in the Spirit, Hereford, TX, Sisters Joan and Angela
2 24 Life in the Spirit, Prayer Town, TX, Sisters Lucy, Therese, Christine
Marie, Marguerite Marie, Michael Marie and Anna Sophia
24
First
Communion Retreat, Dumas, TX, Sisters Mary Justin and
3
Raphaelle Marie

April

4 6-8 Vocation Promotion, Lindsay, TX, Sisters Ana Chiara and

Damiana
10
St.
Anthony’s School, Hereford, fieldtrip to Prayer Town, TX,
5
Sisters Christine Marie, Grace Maria and Postulant Zayra
15
Pre-Confirmation
Retreat, Garden City, KS, Sisters Mary
6
Thomas and Michael Marie
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8
7

9
10

11

12

7 20-21 Youth Conference, Amarillo, TX, Sisters Ana Chiara,

Michael Marie and Mary Justin
20-21
Youth
Rally, Lubbock, TX, Sr. Christine Marie and
8
Postulant Zayra
25-27
Pre-confirmation
Retreat, Farmer’s Branch, TX, Sisters
9
Christine Marie, Grace Maria and Postulant Zayra
10 28 Pre-Confirmation Retreat, Tijeras, NM, Sisters Catherine
and Michael Marie
28
Spanish Day of Renewal, Prayer Town, TX, Sisters
11
Mariana, Damiana and Anna Sophia

May

12 5 Magnificat, St. Petersburg, FL, Sr. Grace Maria and
her mother Carol Hallock
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Amarillo

1828 Mustang St.
Amarillo, TX 79102
(806) 679-4525
Sr.Elizabeth Ann dljcsisters@gmail.com
Mission Advancement
Director

Prayer Town

PO Box 64
Prayer Town, TX
79010-0064
Sr. Cecilia
(806) 534-2312 ext. 116
Mission Advancement sistersdljc@gmail.com
Assistant

2017 Expense Report

Income/Fund Use
Unrestricted Gifts
Restricted Grants
Restricted Gifts
Bequests
Ministries

Expenses/Transfers
44,7392.88 Evangelization/Newsletter
99,346.9 Retreat/Guest House
70,650.12 Administration

96,877.04
10,836.37
14,769.60

8,538.32 Community
136,454.23

Kitchen/Household

58,062.17

Government Benefits

42,770.50

Vehicles/Gasoline/travel

42,812.08

Investment Income

21,231.02

Medical

55,979.86

Patrimony

34,562.95

Social Security

29,780.50

Retreat House Fees

2,490.00

Miscellaneous Income

401.99

Vocation Promotion

5,832.84

Education/Formation

32,873.35

Proyecto San Jose Donations

3,560.40

Utilities

47,878.57

Mexico General Fund

8,697.80

Chaplain

18,847.16

Employee Payroll

23,642.24

Maintenance

41,039.61

Other Operating Expenses

11,725.39

Tithe

15,000.00

Development

28,920.39

Capital Expenditures:
St. Anthony Chapel Renovation
Chapel Chairs
Carport

Total Income

9,946.90
8,900.00

Vehicle Purchases

39,804.13

Retreat House Roofing/Painting

10,652.35

Facility Assessment (Grant funds)

60,338.07

Transfer to Medical Fund

40,810.00

Transfer to Retirement Fund

24,406.00

Transfer to Endowment Fund

20,466.00

Transfer to Operating Fund

24,122.43

Transfer to Patrimony Fund

21,216.00

Transfer to Mission House Fund

5,017.00

Transfer to Planning Grant Fund

11,770.00

Transfer to Proyecto San Jose Fund

11,741.00

$876,097.11 Total Expenses/Transfers
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52,030.06

$876,097.11
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for Your Support!

Every gift regardless of the size makes a BIG difference because it is your prayerful
participation in this work of evangelization and helps us together fulfill the mission
and great commandment of the Lord.

Monetary Gifts:

Monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, annually, one-time
or occasional gifts. You have several options on how to make these gifts:
Automatic Bank Draft s Cash s Check s Gift Cards s Paypal
Online using a Credit card on our secure site www.dljc.org

Stocks & Securities:

By gifting appreciated stock you maximize tax
benefits, avoid capital gains tax for yourself, and you have the satisfaction of
optimizing your gift value. Call or e-mail us for more information.

Disciples Endowment Fund: Make a gift in honor of a living person
or in memory of a deceased loved one. This is one way to give a gift that will
keep on giving. Your name and the name of the person/s in whose honor
you make the gift will be permanently recorded for offering prayer for you
in this life and beyond.

Disciples League for Evangelization: Become a member of this

league by including our Institute in your will/estate planning. In this way you
will continue proclaiming the Gospel beyond this life through our Sisters
and at the same time receive significant estate tax savings. Please remember
to inform us when you have done this to allow us to thank you appropriately
as well as enroll you for this special monthly Mass.
Federal tax codes provide for generous tax advantages in exchange for charitable giving.

All your gifts to us are tax-deductible
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