DISCIPLES OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST

P.O. Box 64, Prayer Town, TX 79010-0064

806-534-2312; FAX 806-534-2223; web www.dljc.org


We are a relatively new Franciscan, charismatic community, founded in 1972 and canonically erected as a Diocesan Religious Institute in 1991 in the Diocese of Amarillo, Texas.  We are contemplatives with active evangelistic outreaches.  The community started in Stamps, Arkansas, the home city of Mother John Marie, our Foundress.  The sisters moved to Conway, Arkansas during the first year, and then moved to Berkeley, California during the second. The sisters studied spiritual direction at the Jesuit School of Theology in Berkeley and then moved to the Texas Panhandle in 1975.  We were given our land in 1977 where we have built Prayer Town Emmanuel, our central location.  Besides our Motherhouse, formation house, hermitages, St. Anthony’s Chapel and farm buildings, we have retreat facilities here that can handle about 78 retreatants, and other buildings that can house volunteers and our chaplain.  The building of Prayer Town has been a wonderful story of the Lord’s faithfulness and provision.


Our ministries are basically to bring others into a life-changing, personal encounter with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.  We do this through Life in the Spirit and Growth in the Spirit Seminars, adult and youth retreats, Vacation Bible Schools, parish missions, and other similar ministries as the Spirit leads.  We believe that evangelization is a way of life for the Church and try to be aware of the many, day-to-day opportunities that the Lord gives to share the Good News with others.  Our sisters head up the Diocesan Evangelization Committee and the Radio ministry at the request of our Bishop.  We also have one mission house in Monterrey, Mexico.  We are an international community already, with sisters from Canada, Mexico, the Philippines, India, and Korea.


Here at the Prayer Town and our mission house our lives revolve around the Liturgy—Mass, singing the Liturgy of the Hours, and two hours daily of personal prayer.  We have a daily Holy Hour with Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, and on Fridays it is offered especially for vocations. We have community rosary on every Saturdays. We also have a monthly Day of Prayer and Recollection.  Our daily schedule usually looks like this:

5:30 rising and private prayer

7:00 Mass and Morning Prayer followed by breakfast and morning work areas

12:00 Angelus and Midday Prayer followed by lunch and private prayer

1:00 Personal prayer (Adoration)

2:00 Afternoon work areas

4:30 Evening Prayer with adoration of the Blessed Sacrament; followed by dinner

8:30 Night Prayer

10:00 Lights out.


For someone seeking admission to our community we first communicate through the mail and/or email, beginning to get to know each other.  We encourage a woman to come and see through our Come and See discernment retreat so that she can experience our lives and get a clearer sense of whether the Lord is calling her here.  Following that initial visit she may request for an application form. If accepted, she would come for the aspirancy phase, which is usually three months.  After that, the postulancy is usually one year and the novitiate 18-24 months, prior to making her first vows.  After four years of temporary vows, she would make her lifetime vows.  During these periods she would receive classes in religious life, the Church’s teachings, the Catechism of the Catholic Church, Scripture, the Charismatic Renewal, and in the history and charism of our own particular community.


Since 1975 we have been printing, Praise Him!, now a bi-monthly newsletter that goes to friends and family around the world. Many of the articles in the newsletter are written by our sisters and others that we think are particularly good; we get their permission to reprint.  We also give news about our ministries.  This newsletter has been a main means of support for the community.

I hope that you will keep in touch with us as you prayerfully discern the Lord’s call in your life.  This is really a beautiful time of great intimacy with the Lord.  He knows well the plans that He has in mind for you and will reveal them to you as you sit and listen to His heartbeat.  Know that you will remain in our prayers.  May God bless you and keep you and guide you surely and peacefully into the perfect fulfillment of His plan for you.

Sister Juana Teresa, DLJC

Director of Vocations

Check www.dljc.org for more current information about our ministries, etc.
